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THE PREFACE. 


| T muſt be more than an ordinary prov»cation that can tempt a Man to writ in an 
Age, over-run with Scriblers, ar Agypt was with Flies and Locufts ; that 
© worſe Vermine of ſmall Authors bath given the World ſuch a ſurfeit, that inſtead 
of defiring to Writ, a Man would b: inclined to wiſh for bis own eaſe, that he could 
not Read. 

But there are ſome things which do raiſe Our paſſions, that Our Reaſon can make 
no Reſiſt ance ; and when mad. Men in two Extremes ſhall agree to make common 
Senſe Treaſon, and joyn to fix anill Charadter upon the only Men in @ Nation , who 
deſerved a good One, T1 am no longer Maſter of my hetter Reſolutions to l:t the 
| World alone , and break looſe from any more Reaſonable Thoughts, to expoſe thoſe 

falſe Coins, who would make their Copper words paſs upon us for good payment. 

| Amongſt all the Engines of Diſſention, there hath been none more powerful in all 
: times, than the fixing names upon one another of contumely and reproach; and the 
Reaſon is plain, in reſped of the people, who tho generally they are incapable of mak; 
ing a Sologiſm, or forming an Argument, yet they can pronounce a word that ſerv'th 
their turn, to throw it with their dull Malice, at the head of 1b:ſe they dy not like. 
Such ever begin in jeſt, and end in blood , And the word which maketh the compa- 
ny merry , groweth in time to a Military Signal, to cut one anotbers throats, Theſe 
miſtakes are to be lamented, the not eaſily to be cured, being ſuitable enough to the cor- 
rupt Natwre of Mankind But it's bard , that Men will not only invent ill names, 
but they will wreſt and miſinterpret good Ones : ſo afraid ſome are even of @ recon- 
ciling ſound, that they raiſe another noiſe to keep it from being heard, left it ſhould 
ſet up and encourage a dangerous ſort of Men, who prefer peace and Agreement before 
violence and confuſion. 

IWere it not for this, why after we have play'd the fool with throwing \N hig and 
Tory at one another, as Boys do Snow Balls, do we grow angry at a new name, 
which by its true ſignification might do as much 10 put ws into our Wits , as the 0- 
ther have done to put us out of them ? 

Pt This innocent word | riramer fignifieth no more then this , that if men are t9- 

gether in a Boat , one part of the Company would weigh it down of one fide , an 0- 
ther would make it lean as much to the contrary : It happeneth there is a third opi- 
nion , who conceive it would do as well if the Boat went even without endanger- 
ing the Paſſengers. Now it is hard to imagine by what figure in Language , or by 
what rule in Senſe , this cometh to be a Fault ; and it is much more a wonder that 


it ſhould be thought a Hereſie, 
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But ſo it happeneth that the poor Trimmer bath now all the Pouder ſpent upon 
bim alone , whilſt the Whig is forgotten or at leaſt a neglefted Enemie , There is 
no danger now to the State ( if ſome men b: believed ) but from the beaſt called a 
1rimmer ; take heed of bim, he is the Inſtrument that mu't deſtroy Church a1d 
State. A ſtrange kind of Monſter whoſe deformity is ſo expoſed, that were it a true 
Pifture that is made of him , it would be enough to fright Children and make I o- 
men miſcarry at the ſight of it. 

But it nay be worth examining, whether he is ſuch a beaſt as he it painted; I 
em not of that opinion, and am ſofar from thinking him an Infidel either in Church 
or State, that I em neither affraid to expoſe the Articles of his Faith in Relation to 
Government, nor to [ay that I preferr them before any other Political Creed, that ei- 
ther our Angry Divines,or 0ur refin'd States-men would impoſe upon us. 

I have therefore in the following diſzourſe endeavoured to explain the Trimmers 
Principles and Opinions, and then leave it to all difcerning and impartial, Judges, 
whether he can with Fuſtice be ſo arraign'd and whether thoſe who deliberatly per- 


vert a good name , do not very juſtly deſerve the worſt that can be put upon them, 
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T HE 
TRIMMERS Opinion, about Laws and Government in General, With ſome 
RefleGions, Kelating to our Own, 


OM Trimmer hath a great Veneration for L2ws in general, as he hath 
more particularly tor our own : He looketh up »n ther as the chains 

that tye up our unruly patlions, which clic like wild Bealts, woa!d 
reduce the World into its firſt ſtare of Barbariſm and Hiſtilry; All rhe good 
things we enjoy we owe tothem;And all the il! things we avoid isby thezr 
proteCtion. 

GOD Himſelf thought ic not cnough to be a Creator, without being a 
Law-giver, and His goodneſs had been detective towards Mankind in 
making them , If he had nor preſcribed rules to make them happy too. 
All Laws flow from that of nature, and where that is not the Foundati- 
on, they may be legally impoſed , but they will be lamely obeyed. 
By this nature is not meant that which Fools an Libertines would miſ- 
quot to juſtific their exceſles it is innocent and uncorrupted nature, That 
which dilpoſech Men to choice Vertue without its being preſcribed , aad 
which is {o far from inſpiring ill thoughts into us, that we take pains t9 
ſurpreſs the good ones it infulcth. 

The Civilized World hath ever payed a willing Subjeion to Laws, 
even Conquerors have done homage to them , as the Romans took Pa- 
trons of good Laws, even from thoſe they have {ubducd , and atche 
ſametime they Triumphed over an cnſtaved pcople, the [ws of that 
very place did not only remain ſafe, but becam: Viftorious, their new 
Maſters inſtead ot ſupprefling them payed chem more reſpect than they 
who firſt made them: And by this wite Method they arrived to ſuch an - 
admirable conſticution of Laws, that to this day they do reign by them: 
The excellency of them triumpheth ſtill, and che V/orld now payeth an 
acknowledgement of their obedience to that mighry Empire, tho fo 
many Ages atter is is diflolved. And by a later intance , the Kings of 
Prance who in praftice uſe the Laws pretty familiarly, yet they think 
their Picture is drawn with moſt advantage upon their Seals, when they 
are placed in their (cars of Juſtice ; and thothe Hieroglyphick, is not of fo 
much ule to the people there as they might Wiſh, yer it ſheweth, thar 
no Prince is ſo great as not tothink fic tor his own credit to give at lcaſt 
an outward , when he refuleth a real worſhip to the Laws: 

They are to Mankind that which the Sun is to the Plants, as ic 
Cheriſheth and preſcrveth them ; where they have their Force and arc 
notclouded or {uppreſled , every thing ſmileth and Floutiſhceth ; bur 


where they are Darkued and not ſuffered to Shine our', ir maketh ny 
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thing wither and decay: They ſecure Men notonly againſt one another, 
bur againſt themſelves too. 

They are a Sanftuary to which the Crown hath occaſion to reſort as 
often as the people, So that it hath an Intereſt as well asa Duty to pre- 
ſerve them. 

There would be noend of making a Panegyrick of Laws; let it be e- 
nough to add, that withoutthe Laws the World would become a wilder- 
neſs, and Men little leis than beaſts : Bur withall this the beſt chings may 
come to be the worſt,it they are not in good hands; And if it be true that 
the Wile Men generally make the Laws, it is as true that the ſtrongeſt 
ro0 often interpret them : And as |Kivers belong as much to the channel 
wherethey run, as to the Spring from whence they firſt ariſe, {o the 
Laws as much depend upon the pipes rhorow which they are to pals, as 
upon the Fountain from whence they flow, 

Our Trimmer would have them appcar in their full Luſtre, and would 
be grieved to ſee the.day when inſtcad of their ſpeaking with Authority 

from the Seat of Juſtice, they ſhould ſpeak our of a Grate with a lament- 
. irg voice, like priſoners that deſire to be reſcued. 


He wiſheth that the Bench may ever have a Natnaral as well asa Le: * 


gal Superiority to the Barr. Hethinketh Mcns Abilities very much diſ- 
placed, when the reaſon of thoſe who plead is viſibly too ſtrong tor thoſe 
who arcto Judge and give Sentence. * 

When theſe trom the Barr ſcem to dittat totheir Superiors upon the 
Bench, their furrs will look ſcurvily aboutthem, and the Reſpe& of 
the World will leave the bare CharaQter ofa Judge to fallow the Efſen- 
tial knowledge of a Lawyer , who may be greater in himſelf than others 
can cver be with all their Trappings. 

An unconteſted Superiority in ariy calling will have the better of any diCl- 
countenance that Authority can put upon ir , and therefore it eyer ſuch 
an unnatural method ſhould be introduced , it isthen that W:ftminſter- 
Hall might be ſaid to ſtand upon its head z and tho Juſtice ir (elf can ' ne- 
ver be ſo, yet the Adminiſtration of it would be.readred Ridiculous” 

A judge hath ſuch a power lodged in him that the King will never be 
thought to have choſen well,whete the voice of mankind hath noribefore 
recommended the man to his Ele&tion ; when men are made judoes of 
what they doe not underſtand , the World cenſureth ſuch a choice nor 
out of il] will tothe men bnt fear for themſelves. 

It the-King had th-: ſole power of choifing Phyſicians, men would 
tremble to ſee bunglers preferred, yer the neceſſity of taking Phyſick 
from a DoQor is generally not ſo great as that of receiying Juſtice 
from a Judge. 


6 RET TIBES Lf 


i RE - 


nd 


/ 


= ets _—_ _ 


UMI 


© = RD TIRES Cs 7D 


take from one, the too great Power of doing hurt, and yet leaye enough 


( | 
The inferences would be very TE in ſuch caſes, for cicher it will 
te thought that ſuch Men bought what they knew not how to deſerve , 
or which is as bad, that obedience ſhall be looked upon as a better qua- 
life ation in a Jucge then Skill or integrity. 

When ſuc h Sec1cd things as the Laws are rot only touched, bur guid- 
ed by prox anc har.ds, Mon will fear that out of the tree of the Law trom 
whence we expett ſhace cr ſhelter, ſuch wok mcn will make Cudgelsto 
tear us with,er rather that they will turn the Cannon upon our Proper- 
ticsi| at were jntruſied with them for their Detcrice. 

To ſce the Laus Manrgled , Dilguiſed , mzde ſpeake quite another 
T ang vage then their cwn, to {ce them thrown frem the Dipni:y of pro- 
tcAirg Mznkird to the diſgraceful (C ffice of celtroying t}:cm1,, and not- 
withſandirg their Jnr.ccence inthemlelyves, to be made the worſt Inſtiu- 

ments that . moſt refined Villary can make ulc cf, will raile Mens 
arger atcyeiheir Towcrto Jay it down again,an! temptthiem to tollow 
the i] 1 x: mplc given themet Judging withcut Hearing , when fo pro- 
ycked by i] cir defne ct revenge. 

Our Trim mer thercfere as hethir keth the Laws are Jewels, ſo he be- 
liev«ththiy are no where better ſer than in the C ontlitution of our Eng- 
Iiſt Goverr mcrt, it rightly underſtocd and carctully preterved, It would 
be roo gre? Parrality to lay it is perfor lyable to no Objeftion, (ſuch 
thirgs are not of this World . but it it hath mote Excel.ency and fewer 
faulrs then any cther we knew, it is cnovgh 10 recommend it to our c- 
ſtcem. 

The Diſpute which is the greater Beautic, a Monarchy, or a Com- 
mon- Wealth hath laſted long kerween their contending Lovers; and 
they bave behaved themlelves 1: like Lovers who it good manners mult 
be our of their Wits; uſed fuch Figures to cxalt their own Idol, on ci- 
ther ſide.& lvch angry apgra\aticrs 10 repicech or c-ancther inthe Con- 
teſt, that moderate Men have in all rimes {milled upon this Eagerneſs, 
and thought it diflered veriz linle from a down right Frenzie: Wee in 
England by a bappy ule of this Controverfie conclude them oth inthe 
vrong, and rej«& them ficm being cur Pattern, tak irg the words in 
he outmoſt extent , which is, *Monarchic is a thing which leaverh men 

*no Libertic, and a Commen wealth fvch an one ©s allowerh them no 
uiet. We think that a wiſc mcan berwixt thoſe Ba! barcus Extremes , 
is that which ſelf preſervation ought ro dictate rocur wiſhes, and we way 
fay we have attained to this mean in a greater MVea;ure, then any Nation. 
now in being, and perhaps rhen any we read of, rho never ſo mich 
Celebrated for the Wiidom or the Felicitic of their Conſtintion. We 
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to Govern and Protect us. We a from the other the confufion of pa- 
rity, the Animoſities, and the Licence, and yer reſerve a due careof 
ſoch a Liberty as may conlilt with Mens Allegiance. Bur being hard, 
if not {impoſſible ro be exatly even, our Government hath much the 
firong:r Byals towards Monatchic, which by the more General contene 
and Prattice of Mankind {cemeth to have the Advantage in the diſpute 
againſt thz Common-wealth. T he rulcs of a Common-wealth are too 
hard tor the bulk of Mankind to come up to, that Form of Government 
rcquireth {uch a Spitir to carry iron, as do not dwell in great numbery 
bur is reſt-ain:d to fo very few eſpecially in this Age, Thar let the Me- 
thods appcar never ſo Reaſonable in Paper , they mult faile in Practice, 
which will never be ſuircd more to in Mens Nature as it is, then as it 
ſhould be. Mconarchie is liked by the People for the Bells and the Tin- 
ſel, the outward Pompe and the Guilding , and there mult be Milk for 
Babes che greater part of Mankind arc,an4 ever will be included in that 
liſt; and it is approved by wiſer and more thinking Mea as the beſt when 
compar'd with others, and all Circum(lances and Objections Impar- 
tially conſidered , then it hath ſo great an advantage above all other 
forms when the Adminiſtration of that Power talleth into a good hand, 
that all other Governments look out of Countenance when they are (er in 
competition with it. Lycurgus might have laved himlelt the trouble of 
making Laws, ifcithcr he had bcen immoral , or that he} could have 
ſecured ro Polterity a Succeeding race of Princes like himſelt; His own 
example wasa better Law; then he could with all his sill tell how to 
make : Such a Prince isa living Law that diQtateth ro- his Subyeas, 
whole thoughts in that cale never riſe above their obedience ; the con» 
fiicence they have in the knowledge and vertue of the Maſter, preyent- 
ing the $=ruples and Apprehenftonsto which Men are Naturally inclin- 
ed in Relation to thole that govern them, Such a Magiſtrate is the Lite 
and Soul of Juitice ,whereas the Law is butthe Body and adead one too, 
without his tyufluence co pive it Warmth and Vigour ; and by the irre- 
ſiſtable power of his Vertue doth ſo reconcile Dominion and Allegiance, 
that all diſputes between them are fiiencd and fubdued. And indeed no 
Monarchy can be periett and Abſolute without exception, bur where the 
Prince is Sup:r:or by his Veriue ,, as well as ky his CharaQter and his 
Power. Sorhat to (erve our Pelidents of unlimited Power is a plain 
Diminution to a Prince that Nature hath made Great , and who had 
becrer make himſe!t a Glorious Example to Poſterity , than borrow an 
Au:hority from dark Records raiied out of the Grave, which beſide their 
own ulage hayc always in them matters of Countroyerlic atid Debate. 
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And it may be affirmed, that the inſtancesate very rare of Princes having 
the worlt in the D{pute with their people, if they were Eminent either 
for Juſtice in time ot Peace , or Condutt in time of Warr: Such ad- 
vantage the C rowngiveth to thoſe who adorn and confirm it by their uwn 
perſonal Verturs. Bur ſince for ths greater honour of good and wiſe 
Princes, and the berter to ler cft their Charafter by the compariſon, 
Heaven hath decreed that there muſt be a mixture, and that ſuch as are 
perveile, and inſufficient, or pernaps both, . are at leaſt ro have their ' 
equal turrs in he Government of the World ; And beſides thar the Will 
of Man is {> vatious an: unbounded a thing, and lo tatal roo when joyn- 
ed wich power milapplyed , its no wonder it thoſe who areto be govern- 
ed ai1c unwilling to have ſodangerousas well as ſo uncertain a ſtandard of 
their obedience: There muſt be therefore Rules and Laws, for want of 
which, cr at leaſt the Obtcrvation of them , it was as Capital tora Man 
to ſay ., © Ners did not play well upon the Lute, as co commir Treaſon , 
or Blaſpheme the Gods, and even Veſpaſizn himiclt had like to have loſt 
his Lite for ſleeping, whilſt he ſhould have attended and admired that 
Emperours imperrinencie upon the Stage. 

T here is a wantonnels in too great power that men are generally too 
apt to be corrupted with , and tor that reaſon a wiſe Prince to preverit the 
temprations ariſing from cummon frailty , would chooſe to Govern by © 
Rules for his own ſake, as well as tor his Peoples; ſince it only ſecurerh ' 
him trom Errors , and doth nor lefſen che real Authoriry that a g20d 
Magiſtrat2 would care to be poſletled of, For it the will of a Prince is ci- 
ther contrary to reaſon it ſelt, or roche Univerſal Opinion of his Sub- 
jeds, the Law by a kind reſtraint reſcuecth him from a Diſeaſe that 
would undoe him. It his will on theother ſide is reaſonable and well di- 
rected, that will immediately become a Law, and heis Arbitrary bv an 
ealic and natural conſequence, without raking pains or overturning the 
World for ir. It Princes conſ{1der Laws as things impoſed on them.chey 
have the appearance of Fetters of Iron, but ro {uch as would raake them 
their choice as well as their praftice, they are Chains of Gold, and in 
that reſpe an Ornament.as in others they are a Defence to them : And 
by a Compariſon not improper for Gods Vicegerents upon Earth, As 
our Maker never commandeth our obedierce to any thing, that as rea- 
ſonable Creatures we ought not to make our own Ele&ion, fo a good 
and a wiſe Governour , thoall Laws were aboliſhed , would by the vo- 
luntary DireCion of his own reaſon,do without conſtraint the very ſame 
things, that they would have enjoyned. 


Our Trimmer thinkcth that a _ and a Kingdom are tobe one Crea- 
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ture; not to be ſeparated in their Political Capacity , and when eicher 
of them undeitake ro att a part, ic is like the crawling of Worms aiter 
they are cut in pieces, which cannot be a laſting Motion, the whole 
Creature not ſtirring at a time. If the Body hath che dead Pallie,the 
Head cannot make it move, and GOD hath not Delegated ſuch a heal- 
ing power to Princes , as that they can in a moment ſav to a Languiſh- 
ing people oppreſſed 1ato delpair, Tak: wp your Bed ani Walk Tie Figure 
of a King, is ſo comprehealive and ſoexalred a thing, that it isa kind 
of degrading him to lodge that power ſeparately in his own natural per- 
ſon, which can never b: truely nor ſafely great , bur where they are fo 
united to him, asto be Fleſh of bis Fl:ſh,and Bone of his Bone: For when he 
is reduced to the ſingle definition of a Man, he ſhrinketh into into ſolow 
a CaaraQter, thac it is a cempration upon Mens A'legiance , and an im, 
aring of that Veneration which is neceflary to preſerve their duty to 
im: Whereas a Prince thart is ſo joined to his People,that they ſeem to 
be his Limbs rather than his Subjects , clothed with Mercy and Juſtice 
rightly applycd in their (everal places , His Throne ſupported by Love, 
as by Power, and the warm wiſhzs of his devoured Subjects like a never 
failling Incenſe, till aſcending rowards him, loukerh ſo like the teſt Image 
we can frame to our ſelves ot God Almighty, that men would have much 
adoe not to fall down and worſhip him, and would be much more tem- 
pted to the fin of 1dolatrie, thento char of diſobedience. Our Trimmer is of 
opinion,that there muſt be ſo much Dignity inſeparablic annexed to the 
Regal Funftion. As way be ſufficient to {ecure it from inſolence and con- 
tempt: And there muſt be condeſcentions roo from the Throne like kind 
ſhowers from Heaven. That the Prince may look the more like GOD Al- 
mighties Deputy upon Earth;for power without love hath a territying Aſpect. 
And the worſhip that is payed to it, is like that which the Ind:ans give out 
of Fear tro wild Beaſts and Devils. He that feareth GOD only, tecauſe 
th-re is a Hell, muſt with there wire no God ; And he who teareth a 
King only becauſe he can puniſh, mult wiſh there were no King. So rhar 
without a principle of Love there can be no true Zll-giance ; And there muſt 
remain perperual Seeds of Reſiſtance againſt a Power that is founded up- 
on ſuch an unnatural Foundation, as that of Fear and T crroc. All t-rce 
iS a kind of toul play, and who cver owneth ir himſclt, doth by impli- 
cation allow it to tho{e he playeth with. So that there will te cver mat- 
ter prepared in the minds of the People when they are {o prove-k'd, and 
the Prince to {ccure himiclt, mult live in the mid(t of his own Subyefts, 
as ithe weite in a Conquercd Countrey, raiſe Armies, as it he were im- 
mecdiately to make or rcliſt an layaſton,&all this whule tkep asuuguiet. 
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ly from the fear of the Remedies, as he did before from that of the DiK 
caſe; it being hard tor him to torger that more Princes have been de- 
{troyed by their G1ards, than by their people; and that even the time 
when the Rule was 2u1d Principi placuit Lex «ts, the Armies and Pretorian 
Bands which were the Inſtruments of chat unruly power, were frequencly 
the Means made ule ct ro deſtroy thole who had ic. There will cyver be 
this difference between God and his Vicegerents, that God is always above 
the Infirumenrs he uſerh, and out of tzat danger of receiving hart from 
them ; bur Princes can never lodge power in any hands, which may 
not art {ſome time turn jt back upon them. | 

For tho it is pofſible for a King to have power enough to ſatizfic his Am: 
bition, yet no Kingdom hath money enough to ſatisfic the Avarice of 
the under-workmen, who learn from that Piince who will exatt more 
than belongeth to him, ro expect trom him as much more than they 
deſerve, and growing angry upon the firſt dilappointmern,they are like 
Devils which grow terrible to the Conjurers themſelves who brought 
them up, but cannot ſend them down again. And beſides that there 
can be no lalting Radical ſecuricy, bur where the Governed are ſatisfied 
with the Governours : It mult be a Dominion very unpleaſantro a Prince 
of an elevated mind, to impoſe an abject and a forced Servilty inſtead 
of receiving the willing Sacrifice of Duty and Obedicnce. The bravcſt 
Princes in all times, who were incapable of any other kind of Fear, have 
feared to grieve there own People; tuch a fear is a Glory, and in this 
ſenſe it isan infamy not to be a Coward : fo that the miſtaken Hero's who 
are void of this generous kind of Fear, necd no other Apgravation to 
compleat their 11] Charafter. 

When a Deſporick, Prince hath bruiſed all his SubjcQs into a Slaviſh O- 
bedience, all the force he can uſe, cannor tubdue his own Fears; cn*mics 
of his own Creation, to which he can never be reconciled , it being im- 
poſſible ro do Injuſti. eand not fear a Revenge; There is no cure for 

*this Fear but the not deſcrving to be hurt, and cheretore a Prince which 
doth noc allow his thoughts to fray bevond the Rule of Juſtice , hath 
alwayes the Bleſting ofan Inward quiet and aflrance, as a Natural cfic& 
of his good meaning to his People & tho he will nor negle't du- Precay- 
tions to ſecure himlelf in all events, yer he is uacapablie of Entertaining 
vain and remote ſulpitions of thuſc of whom he retolves never todelerve 
ill. It is verie hard for a Prince to tear a Rebellion, who never doth nor 
intendcth any thing to provoke ir, therefor? roo great a diligence in the 
Goyernours to raile and improve. Feats, and danzers from the | co- 
plc, is no yery good Ipmons, and naturally begers an Infere:.c2 rhat 
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they have thoughts of putting their Subjefts Allegiance to a Tryal : And 
therefore not withour ſome Kezlon, Fear beforc ya 1d, that the irregula» 
ritics they intend. raiſe Men toa Refu'ance. 

Our Trimmer thinkcth ic no advantage to a Government to endeavour 
the ſuppretling all kind of Right, which may remain in the body of the 
people, or to imploy ſmall Authors n it, wave officiouſneſs or want of 
money may encourage them towriue, tho it 15 nut very calc to have 
abilirics equal toſuch a Subj. They f-rget that in their ro high 
ſtrain'd Arguments for the Rights of Princes, they very ofcen plead a. 
gainſt Humane Nature, which will alway.s g vea bya(s to th:(c Realons, 
whic! ſcem to be ot her {1de. * 1 isthe prople that readerh theſe Buoxs, 
and it isthe pcop/e that muſt judge of them , and therefore nv maxeme' 
ſk uld be laid down for the right'ot Government, to which there can be 
any reaſonable Objection ; tor rhe World hath an intereſt, and for that 
r-aſo1 is mote than ordinary decerning to find ou: the weak ſides of 
tuch Arguments, as are intended rodo them hurt : And it is a Dimi- 
nvtion to a Government, to promote or countenance {uch well afte&ed 
Miſtakes, which arc turned upon it with Diladva!tage, when ever they 
thev are Zerected and Expoled 2 And naturally the roo earneſt endea» 
vours torake from Men the Right they have, tempt them,by the Exam- 
ple. roclaim thar which they nave not. And in power as in moſt other 
things, the way tor Princes to k-epir , is not rograſp more than their 
Arms can well hold. The nice and unneceflary Inquiry into theſe things, 
or the Licenting ſome Books, and (uppr« fling others, without ſufficient 
Realon to juſtihzthe doing, 1s ſo far trom beingan Advantage to a Go» 
vernmow, that it expoſeth irto be rhe cenlure cf being partial \, and ro 
the {u{picion of having ſome hidden Det1gns, to be carried on by theſe 
unuſual Verhods. Wen all is ſaid, there is a Natural Reaſon of State, 
an undetinable thing, grounded upon the common goo! of Mankind, 
which is immortal, an4 11 all Changes and Revolutions. ſtill preſerverh its 
Orizinal Right of 'aving a Nation, when the Lerter of rhe Law perhaps 
would dcſtioy it, and by whatſoever means it moveth, carrieth a power 
wich ir, that admitceth n+» Oppotition , being ſupported by Nature, 
which inſpirerh an immediare conſnt at ſome critical Times, into every 
individual M-mber, to that which vilibly tendech to the preſervation 
ot the whole : and this being {o , a wiſe Prince in ſtead of controverting 
th: Right of this Kealon of State, will by all means endeayour ir may 
ever be of his lide, and then he will be ſecure. 

Our Trimmer cannot conceive thar-the power of any Prince can be laſt- 
in2 , bur where ic 1S butic upon the Foundation of his own unborrowed 
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(43: 
yertue : He mnſt not only be the FER Bo , and the Fountain from 
whence all the Great Acts of State orginally flow;burt he muſt be thought 
ſo by his People , thatthey may prelerve their Veneration to him: He 
pu fn jealous of his Power, and not impart fo much of it toany 
about him , as that he may ſuffer an Eclipſe by it. 

He cannot take roo much care to keep him{elt up, for when a Prince 
is thought to be lcd by thoſe, with whom he ſhould adviſe, and that 
the commands he giveth are tranſ{mitred thorow him, and are not of hi; 
own growth , the World will look upon him, as a Bird adorn'd with 
feathers rat are not his own, or conſider him rather as an cnginethan a 
living creature. Belides it would be a contradiction for a Prince, to fear 
a C,mmon-wealth , and at the ſame time to creat one himſelt, by delegat- 
ing ſuch a Power to any numberot Men near him, as is inconſiſtent 
with the true figure of a Monarch ; It is the worſt kind of Co-ordination 
the Crown can ſubmit ro:For it is the exerciſe of power that draweth the 
reſpett along with it, and when that is parted with , the bare Character 
of a Kivg is not ſufficient to keep it up. Buttho it is a Diminution toa 
Prince to parcel out his power fo liberally amongſt his Favourites, it is 
yet worlc todivide with any other man, to bring himſelf in competion 
with a ſingle Rival, a partner in Government, 1s ſo unnatural a thing, 
that it isa iquint cy'd Allegiance which muſt be payed to {uch a double 
bottomed Monarchy. The two Czaars are an cxample that the more 
Civilized part of the World will not be proud to follow , and what- 
ever gloſs may be put upon this method , by thoſe to whom it may 
be of ſome ule, the Prince wiil do well to remember and reflect up- 
on the ſtory of certain men, who had ſer up a Statue in Honour of 
the Sun, yer in a very lirtle time they turned their back to the Sun, 
and rheir Faces to the Scarue. 

Theſe myſtical Unions are berter placed in the other World than 
they are in this, and we ſhill have much adoe, when in a Monarchy 
Gods Vicegerency is delegated to more Heads, than that which 1s a- 
nointed. 

Princes may lend ſome of their Light to make another ſhine, but 
they muſt til] prefer the ſuperiority of being the brighter planet, and 
when it hapneth that the Reveriton is.in Mens «yes, there is more care 
neceſ{ary 10 keep up the Dignity of prſſeſſien , * that Men may not forget 
who 1s King, either out of their Hopes or their Fears who ſhall be. 

It the Sun ſhould part with all irs Light toany ot the Stars, the Indians 
would not know where to find their God, _aficr he had fo depoſed him- 
ſelf,and would maketlic Light where _ it went,the objec? of their worſhip 
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All Uſurpation is alike upon the Seversignity, it isno matter from what 
Hand it cometh, and crowned Head: are to be the more circumipeR, in 
reſpe&t that Mens Thoughts are - grep # apt to ramble beyond 
what is preſentz They love to work ar a Diſtance, and in the greedy 
Expectation, their Minds may be filled with of a New Maſter , the 
O1d One may be left to look a little out of countenance 

Our Trimmer owneth a paſrien for Liberty, yet ſo reſtrained, that it doth 
not inthe leaſt impair or taint his Allegiance: He thinketh it is hard for 
a Soul that doth not love Liberty, ever torailc it (elf ro another World; 
He taketh ir to be the Foundation of all Vertue , and the only Reaſon- 
ing that giveth a reliſhro Liſe : And tho the lazineſsof a laviſh ſuhjedi- 
on hath irs charms for the more groſs and Eatthly part of Mankind , 
Yertto Men made of a beter fort of Clay, all that the World can give 
without Liberty hath no taſte; Ir is true nothing is{old ſocheap by «nthink: 
ing Men,but that doth no more leſſen the real value of it, then a Country 
Fellows ignorance'doth that of a 1)iam«nd in _ it for a pot of Ale. 

Liberty is the Miſtres of Mankin1, ſhe hach powerful charms which do 
ſo dazle us, that we find beauties in her which perhaps are not there 
as we do in other Miſtr:{ſc; : Yet it ſhe was not a Beauty , the World 
would not run mad for her. TFherctore ſince the reaſonable deſire of it 
ought not to be reſtrained , and even the unreaſonable defire of it 
cannot be ſuppreſſed , thoſe who will take it away from a peop!e poſleſ- 
{cd of it, arelikcly cither to fail in their attaining, or to be very un- 
quict in keeping of it. Our Trimmer admirerh our blefſ-d Conſtitution 
in which Dominion and Liberty are ſo happily reconciled ; It giverh 
to the Prince the Glorious Power of commanding Free-men, and tothe 
Subjef the ſatisfaCtion of ſ{cing that Power ſo lodged.as that their Liber- 
ties are ſecure : It doth not allow the C rown ſuch @ raining power as that 
no graſs can grow wherever it tradeth, but a cheriſhing &proteFing Power, 
ſuch an one as hath a Grim AſpeCt only to the oftending Subj: &s , but 
it isthe joy and pride of the good ones, their own Intereſt keing ſo bound 
up in it, as tocngage them to Defend and Support it: As the King is 
in ſome in'tances re{traincd ; fo nothing in the Government can move 
without him. Oar Laws make a true diſtintion betwixt Vaſlallage 
and Obedience, hetween a «dcyouring Prerogative and a Licentious ungo- 
vernable Freedom ; And as of all the orders of Building, the Compoſir 
is the beſt, ſo ours by a wiſe mixture and happy choile of what is beſt in 
others, is brouvht into a form that is our Felicitie who live under it , 
and the enyy of our Neighbours who cannot Imitate ir, The Crown 


hath 
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hath power ſuffi-i2nt to protett our Libertics, the People hath ſo much 
Libercy asisnecet{ar ro make them ulefal ro the Crown : Our Govern- 
ment is in a juſt proportion , no timpany, no unnatural ſwe'ling either 
ot Power or Libertic; And whercas in all overgrown M-marchics, rea- 
ſon, Learning, and Enquiry are baniſh?4,hange.{ in Effigie for Mutiners, 
here they are encouraged and cheriſhed , as the ſurefſt Friends to a Go- 
yernment cltablithed upon the Foundation of Law and Taſtice, When 
all is done , thoſe who look for perteftion in this World , may look as 
long as the Jews have done tor their Mffary And therefore our Trimmer 
isnot ſo unrea{onably Partial asto free our Government from all Ob- 
jeions: No doubr there have been faral inftances of its fickneſs, and 
more then that of its Mortality for ſome time, tho by a Miracle it hath 
been revived again. Bur till we have another Mankind , in all Conſti- 
turions that arc bounded there will be ever ſome mater of ſtrife, an4 
contention, and rather then want pretences, Mens paſſions and Intcreits 
will raile them from che moſt inconfiderable caules. Our Government 
islike our Clyrar, there are winds that are ſometime loud and unquict, 
and yet with all che rrouble they give us we owe a great patt of our 
Health ro them , they cleanſe the Ait which would elſe be like a ſtand- 
ing pool , and inſtead of a Reireſhmenr would be a diſeaſe tous. There 
may be freſh Ga'es of atlerted Liberty; without tnrning into ſuch 
ſtorms or Hurricanes , as that the State ſhould run any hazard of being 
caſt away be them : Thele ſtrugiings which are natural to all mixed 
Governments, whilſt they are keeped from growing into Convulſions 
do by a mutual! Agitation from the ſeyeral parts rather ſupport an 

ſtrengthen, and weaker, or maim the Conſtiturion; and the whole 
frame inſtead of being torn or disjovnted , cometh to be rhe better and 
clofſer knit by being thus exerciſed. Bur what ever faults our Govern- 
ment may have , or whatever (pots a dec*rning Cririck may find in it, 
when he looketh upon italone, ler any other be ſer againit ir , and then 
it ſhewerh its Comparative Beautie: Let us look upon the moſt glitter- 
ing outſide of unbounded Authority , and upon a nearer - enquiry we 
ſhall find nothing but poor and miſerable deformity within. Lot ns 
imagine a Prince living in his Kingdom, as if te was in a great Galiy ; 
his Subj=<&s rugging'art che Oar loaden with Crains , and recuced ro 


.real raggs , to g4in hin imaginary Laurels: Let us Repreſent him gaz- 


ing _— —, like a child never contracicted, and theretote 
alwayscozned Hor like a Lady Complemented only to be abuled 5 con- 


demaed neyertohear Truth, and contequently neyer ro do Jultice, 
C 2 wallowing 
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wallowing in the {oft bed of Wanton and unbridled ms , not leſs 
odious to the Inſtrument than ro the Obyets of bis Tyranny ; B'own 
up into an Ambitioas droplic', n-ver to be ſatisfied by the Conquelt of 
other People or by the opprettion of his own; by aiming to be more 
then a Man, he becometh 2 bealt ; A miſtaken Creature ſwelled with 
Panegyricks , and flaitercd out of his Senſes: Not only an incumbrance, 
but a common nulance to Mankind; A hardned and unrelenting Soul, 
aud like ſome Creatures that growcth fat with Puyſons, he growerh 
great by other Mens milcries: An Ambitious Ape of the Divine great- 
nels, an unruly Gyant, that would ſtorm even Heaven its (elf , bur his 
ſcaling Ledder is. not, long enough : In ſhort a wild Beaſt in rich Trap- 
pings, and with all his Pride no morethan a Whip in God Almighties 
hand, to be thrown into the fire, when the World liath been ſuffcient- 
ly ſcourged with it. 

This Picture laid in ri;ht Colours, would not invite men to wiſh 
for ſuch a Government ; bur rather to acknowledge the happineſs of our 
own, under which we enjoy all the Priviledges realonable men can de- 


fire, and avoid all the mileries many others are {ubjeX to. So that 


our Trimmer would tain keep it with all its Faults, and doth as lictle tore» 
give thoſe who give the Occaſion of breaking ir, as he dorh-thoſe that 
take it. Our Trimmer is a Friend to Parliaments, notwithſtanding all 
their taults and exceſles, which of late have given mach maiter of obje- 
Ction to them; He thinketh that thothey,may at ſome times be rrouble- 
{ome to Authority, yet they add tae greateſt ſtrength to it under a wiſe 
Adminiſtration : He believerh no Government is perfect, except a kind 
of Omnipotence reſide in ir, To beexerced upon great occaſions: Now 
this cannot be attained by force upon the People , let it be never (o 
great ; there muſt be their conſenttoo, or elle a nation moverh only 
C by being driven) a {lu2gifh and conſtrained motion, void of thart lite 
and vigor , which is neceſſary to produce great things. Whereas the 
virtual conſent of the whole being included in their Repreſentatives, and 
the King giving the SanCtion tothe unitedSenle of the Peoplegevery AR 
done by ſuch an Authority ſcemeth to be an Act of their choile, as well 
asa part of their duty; and they do with an eagernels of which men are 
uncapable whilſt under a force ,, execute whatever is ſo*enjoyned as their 
own will better explained by Parliament, rather then from the terror of 
incurring the penaltic of the Law tor omitting it. And by the means. 
of this Political Omnipotence , whart ever Sapor Juice there is in a Na- 
tion , may be to the laſt drop produced, whilſt it riſcth naturally —_ 
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the Root > Whereas all power CE hn conſent is like wounds 
and Gaſhcs, and Topping a Tree at unſealonableT imes, for the preſent 
occalion which ina very littletime muſt needs deſtroy it. Our Trimmer 
bclievcth rhat by the Advantage of Our Sxation , there can hardly 
any ſuch ſudden ditcale come upon us, but that the King may have 
time enouyh lett ro conſult with his Phyſicians in Parliament. Pretences in- 
deed may Le made , but a real neccſlity fo prefſing , that no delay is to 
admitted, is hard]v to be imagined; and it will neither be able to 
give an inſtance of any ſuch thing tor the time paſt, or reaſonable co pre- 
{ume it will ever happen for the time ro come, But it that ſtrange thing 
ſhould happen to tall out, our Trimmer is not fo ſtrait lacd, as tolct a 
Nation dic or be ſtifled , rather then it ſhould be helped by others then 
the proper Officers ; the calcs themſelves would bring the Remedies a» 
long with them , and hes not afraid to allow , that in order to its pre-= 
{ervaiion, there isa hidden power in Government which ſhould be loſt 
if it was defined ; A certain myltery by verrue of which a Nation may 
be at ſome Critical time (ecured from Ruine: Burthen it mu{t be keep« 
ed asa Myſtery. It is rendered uſcleſs when touched by unskiliul hands, 
and noGuyernmentever had or deſerved to have that power,which was 
{o warrie as to Anticipat theif claim ro it, Our Trimmer cannot help 
thinking it had been better, if the [riennial Aft had been obſerved ; 
Firſt, Becaule it is the Law, and he would nor have the Crown , by ſuch 
an.cxample,teach the Nation to break it: All Irregularicy is carching, 
it hath contagion in it , cſpecially inan Age ſo much more inclined to 
follow ill Paterns,then g:0d ones: He would bave had a Pariiamentr, 
becauſe it isan Eflcntial part of the Conſtitution , even withoutthe Law, 
it being the only proviſion in extraordinary caſes, in which there would 
otherways be no Remedy : And there can be no greater Soliciim in Goe 
yerament, than a failing of Juſtice: He wonld have had one, be- 
cauſe nothing elſe can unite and heal us , all other means are racer ſh'fts 
and projets, houles of Cards blown down with the leaft breath, and that 
cannot reſiſt rhe difficulties which are eyer to be prelumed in things of this 
kind: And he would have had one, becauſe ir might have done the 
Kirg good , and could nor poſſibly have done him huce withou: 1:'5 0wn 
conſent, which in thar caſe is not to be ſuppoſed. 

Therctore, for him to fear it, is ſo ſtrange and lo little ro be compr<- 
hended , that the reaſons can never be preſum-d to grow in our (11, or 
tothrive in it,when tran{planted from any other Countrv : And no 


doubt there are ſuch irreſiſtable Arguments ſor the calling a Parliament, 
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that tho it might be denyed to the unmannerly threatniags of men, 
that are Mutinous and dilaffeted,ic would be granted to the ſott and vb- 
fequious murmours of his Majeſtics beſt Subjz&s : And there would be 
ſuch a Kherorick in their ſilent grief , that it will at laſt prevail againſt 
the Artifices of thole , who cither out of guilr or Intereſt , atraid to 
throw themſelves upon their Country, knowing how (curvily they have 
uſ'd it. Thatday of Judgment will come , tho we know neither the 
day nor the hour , and Our Trimmer would liveſo, as to be prepared 
tar ir, with full aſſurance in the meantime , that the Lamenting voice 
of a Nation cannot long be reſiſted , and that a Prince, who would fo 
forgive his People when they had been in the wrong,cannot tail to hear 


them when they are in the right. 
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Opinion Concerning RELIGION, to the Producing Quiet amongſt our Selves, 


R E LIGION hath ſuch a Superiority above all others things, and 
that indiſpenſable influence upon all mankind , thar it is as neceſ- 
ſary to our living happily in this World : as it is to our being ſaved in 
the next: Without it man is an abandoned Creature, one of the worſt 
beaſts nature hath produced, and fit only for the Society of Wolves and 
Bears. Therefore in all Ages it hath been the foundation of Government, 
and tho Falſe Gods have been impoſed upon the Creduliry of the World; 
yer they were God's ſtill in their opinion: And the aw & deference Men 
had to them, and their Oracles kept them wichin bounds towards one 
another , which the Laws alone with all their Authority could never have 
affeied without the help of Religion,theLaws would not be able to ſubdue the 
perverſneſs of Mens wills, which are wild Beaſts that require a double 
chain to keep them down. ©* For this Reaſon it is ſaid,that it 11 not a ſufficient 
* ground to make War ons neighbouring State, becauſe they are of an «ther Religion: 
© let it be never ſo differing, yet if they worſhip and acknowlege no Deity at all,they 
© may be invaded as publick, Enemies of Mankind , becauſe they rejef} the only 


«© tbing that can bind men to live well with an other. The conlideratiun - Re- 
igion 
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ligion is {o tuiſted with the Governnans, that it is never to be ſeparat- 
ed , and tho che Foundations of it are to be unchangable and cter- 
nal , yet the forms and Curcumſtancesof Diſcipline , are to be ſuited to 
the ſeveral Climates and Conſtitutions, ſo as they may keep men in a 
willing acquieſcence to them without diſcompoſing the World by Nice 
Di{puces, which can never be of equal Moment with the publick Peace. 
Our Relizion here in England, ſcemeth to be diſtinguiſhed by a pecu- 
liar Effet of God Almighties goodneſs, inpermitting itto be inrroduced 
or more properly reſtored , by a more Regular method , Then the 
circumſtances of moſt other Reformed Churches, would allow them to 
do in Relation to the Government, and the Dignity with which it hath 
ſupportcd it {elf ; and the great men our Church =d produccd, ought to 
recommend i: to the eſteem of all Proteſtants; Art leaſt our Trimmer is 
yery partial to it for theſe Reaſons and many more , and deſirous that 
it may preſerve its due Jurildiftion and Authority , ſo far he is from 
wiſhing it oppreſt, by the malicious or unreaſonable Cavils of thoſe who 
take pains to raiſe Objections to it. The Queſtion then will be how, and 
by whar methods this Church ſhall beſt (upport it ſelf , the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances conftdered in relation to Difſenters of all Sorts > I will firſt 
lay it for a ground, thar as there can be no true Religion without Cha- 
rity, ſo there can be no humane prudence without bearing and Conde- 
{cention. This principal doth notextend :o oblige the Church alwaycs 
to yield totho'e , who are dilpoſled roconteſt with it, theexpediencic 
of doing it , is tobe conſidered and determined according to the occafi- 
on , And this leadeth me to lay open the thoughts of our Trimmer , in 
reference firſt ro the Proteſtant and then to. the Popiſh Recul ants. 
What hear latcly happned amongſt us , makes an Apology neceſſary 
for ſaying any thing that looketh like favour towards any ſort of men, 
who have brought themſelves under ſuch a diſadvantage. The late con- 
{piracy hath ſuch broad Symptoms of the diſafletion ot the whole party, 
thatupon the firſt Refjection whilſt our Thoughts are warm, it would 
almolt perſwade us to put them our of the ProteQion of our good nature, 
and to think that the Chriſtian indulgence, which our compaſſion tor 
other Mens {ufferings cannot cafily deny , ſeemcth againſt, and cy-n 
becometh a Crime when it is ſo miſapplyed. Yet for all this, upon 
ſecond and colder __ , moderate men will not be (o ready to in- 
yolvea whole party inthe guilt ofa tew, or to admite inferences and 
reſumptions, to be evidences in a caſe , where the Sentence muſt ke (o 
cavy, asit ought to be 2gainſtall thole , who haye a fixed Reſolution 
againl(t 
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againſt the Government eſtabliſhed. Belides men who att by a princi- 
ple grounded upon a Moral Vertue can never let it be inirely cxtin- 
guiſhed by (he molt repeated Provocations. I: a right thing agree- 
able tonatute and good ſenſe taketh root in the heart of a Man , that 
is impartial and unbyaſled, no outward Circuniſtances can ever deſtroy 
it; *I istrue the degree of Mans zeal tor the Proſecution of ic may be 
diffcring, the fanlrsot other Men, the coniuleration of the Publick, 
and the reaſonable Prudence by whict; wite Men will cyer bedireQed, 
may give great Allays, they may leflen.and perhaps tor a time ſuppreſs 
the exercife of that , which in a general Propoſition may be reaſonable; 
but what ever is {o,, will inevitably grow and ſpring up again , having 
a Foundation in nature which is not to be deſtroyed. Our Trimmer there- 
fore endeavours to (eparate the dereſtation he hath of thoſe who had cis 
thera hand or a thought in the late Plot, trom the principle of Pruden- 
tial,as well as Chriſtian Charity towards Mankind ; And for that rea- 
{on, would fain uſe the means of Reconciling ſuch of the Dyſſenters as arc 
not incurable.,and of even cft tearing to a degree thoſe that are, as far 
as may conſiſt with the publick intereſt and tecurity. He is far from 
juſtifying an affeCted ſeparation from the Communion of the Church, 
and eyen im thoſe who mean well and are miſled , he looketh upon it as 
a dilcaſe that hath ſealed upon their minds, very troubleſome to them- 
{elves,as well as dangerous by the Conſequences it may produce. He 
dorh not go about to excutc rheir making it an indilpenſable duty to 
mecet in numbers ro ſay their Prayers; ſuch mcctings may prove mil- 
chicvous to the State, art leaſt the Laws which are the beſt Judges have 
determined that there 1s danger inthem ; He hath good nature cnough 
tro Lament, that the perverſneſs of a part , ſhould have drawn Rigorous 
Laws upon the Body of Diſſenters , bur when they are once made 110 Pri- 
vare Opinion, muſt ſtand in oppoſition ro them. It they are in them- 
ſelyes reaſonable , they are in that reſpeC& ro be obſerved, even without 
being enjoyned, it by the change of times and circumſtances they ſhou!d 
become lets reaſonable than when they were firſt made, even then thev 
are to be okeycd roo, becaule they areLaws till they are mended or repcl- 
ed by the ſame Authority that enaſted them He hath too much de- 
ference to the conſtitution of 07 Government , to wiſh any more Prerogative 
Deciarations in favours of Scrupulous men, or ro Viſpenſe with Penal Laws 
ja ſuch a manner, or to (uch an cnd. T hat ſuſpc@ing men might with 
ſome reaſon apprehend . that {o hated a thing as a Perſecution could 
never make way for it {c]f with avy hope of Succels, otherwayes then 
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by preparing the deluded World with a falſe proſpect of Liberty and In- 
duvlgence. I he inward Springs and Wheels by which that Engine mov- 
ed arcnow lo tully laid open and expoſed , that it is not ſuppolable tuch 
a baffled Experiment ſh uld ever b- tryed again. The cttect it had at 
that time, and the $pirit it raiſed will not calily be forgotten;and it may 
be prelumed that the remembrance of it may 1ecure us from any more 
attempts of that kind tor the future ; we muſt no more break a Law co 
give a man calc, thei we are ro Robba houſe, with a devout intention 
of giving the plunder to tie Poor : In this caſe our compathon would 
be 111 dire. d,as our Charity in the other , in ſhort, the Veneration duc 
to the Laws is never to bethruwn off , ler the pretenſions be never lo 
ſpecious. Yet for all this, he cannot bring himſelf to think that an ex- 
traordinary diligence to exact the outmoſt penalties of the Law Jupon a 
poor offending Neighbour; is of it ſelf fuch an alſufficient Vertue, thar 
without ſomething elſe torecommend men, it ſhould Entittle them to 
all kind of Preterments and Rewards. Hz would not detrat from the 
merits of rhole who execute the Laws, yer he cannot think that ſuch a 
piece of {ervice asthis, can entirely change the Man, or either make him 
a berter Divine , or a more knowing Magiſtrate then he was before, eſ- 
pecially if it be done with a partial and unequal hand, in reference to 
great and more dangerous Offenders. Our Trimmer would have thelc 
miſtaken Men ready to throw themſelves in the Arms of the Church , and 
he would have theſe Arms as ready to receive them: He would have no 
Supercilious looks to fright theſe ſtray*d Shcep from coming into the Fold 
again, noil! natured Maxims ot Eternal Suſpition, or a bclict that theſe 
who have been in the wrong can never be in the right again; But a vi- 
{ible preparation of the mind to receive with joy, all the Proſelitcs that 
ſhall come to us, and a much greater Farneſtneſs to rectaim,then puniſh 
them, Ir is to be confeſcd , that when there is a great deal to forgive, 
It is a task bard cnough tor a Church lo prove-k-d : Bur that muſt nor 
cur off all hopes of hcing reconciled. Yet it there muſt be ſome Anger 
lett (till, It it break out into a Chriſtian Revenge , and by being kind- 
er to theſe 4 hildren of Dil: bedience then they deterve , letthe injured 
Church Trivmph by throwing Shame and Confufion ot Face upon them,there 
ſhoald nor alwayes be Storms and T hunder ,, a clearer Skie ſomerimes 
would make the C hurch look more like Heaven , and would do more 
towards Reclaiming theſe Wanderers, then a perpetual T ertor, which 
ſ{eemecth to bave no [ntermithon : For thereare many and particularly 
in England, that by a miſtaken pleaſure in refiltivg the DiQtates of Ri- 
D g0rous 
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orous Authority, whoſe Stomach riſcth againſt a hard Impoſition z 
Nay be in ſome a Luſt in ſuffering from a wrong point of H: nour, 
which yer doth not want the Applaule of the great part of Mankind , 
who have not learned to diſtinguiſh : Conſtancie will be thought a ver- 
tue even when it is a miſtake , and the ill judging World will be apr to 
think the Opinion moſt in the Right, which produceth the greater 
Numbers of thoſe who are willing to luffer for it ; all this is prevented 
and falls to the ground by uling well-timed Indulgences. And the ſtub- 
born Adverſary who yalueth himſclf upon his Refiſtance whilſt he is op- 
preſſed , yieldeth unſenſibly to kinder methods when they are applyed 
to him ; And the ſame man melterh naturally into confoi mity , who 
perhaps would neyer have bcen beaten into ir. 

We may be taught tby the Compaſſion that attendeth the moſt 
Criminal Men when they are Condem'd , that Faults are much more 
natural things then Puniſkments, and that even the moſt neceflary Als 
of Severity, do ſome kind of Violence to our Nature, whoſe Indulgence 
will not be confined within the ſtrift bounds of cxorable Juſticez! So 
that this ſhould be an Argument for Gentleneſs. Beſides that it is the 
likelieſt way to make theſe men aſhamed of their Separation , whilſt the 
prefling them too hard tendeth rather to make them proud of it. 

Our Trimmer would have the Clergy ſupported in their Lawful Rights, 
and in all the Power and Dignity that belongeth to them ; and yer he 
thinketh that poſſibly there may be in ſome of them, a too great ea- 
gernels to extend the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction , which tho* it may be 
well intended , yet the ſtraining it too high, hath an appearance of Am- 
bition, that raiſcth mens ObjeCtions to it, and is ſo very unlike the 
Apoltolick Zcal, which was quite otherwayes Applied, thatthe World 
drawcth inferences from it, which dothe Church no ſervice : He is 
trcubled toſee Men of all fides ſick of a Calentwre of a Miſtaken Deyori- 
on , and it {cemeth to him,that the devout Fire of Mutual Charity with 
which the Primitive Chriſtians were inflamed , is long ſince extin- 
puiſhed and inſtead of ir, a devouring fire of Anger and Perſecution 
breaking out in the V/orld. We wrangle with one another tor Religion, 
till the Blood cometh, whilſt the Commandments have no more Au- 
thority with us, then if they were ſo many Abſolute Laws, or Procla- 
mations out of date. Hethinketh that a Nation will hardly be mended 
by Principles of Religion, where Morality is made an Heretickz And 
therefore, ashe believerh Devotion ro be miſplaced, when it getteth in- 
to a Conyenticle , he concludeth that Loyalty is ſo too, _—_ it , 
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lodged in a drunken Club, Theſe —_ deſerve a better feat of Em- 
ire, and they are ps png when ſuch men undertake their defence, as 
a. too great need of an Apology tor themſelves. Our Trimmer wiſheth 
that ſome knowledge may [$9 along with Zeal on the right ſidez and 
that thoſe that arc po cſhon of the Pulpit, would Quot at leaſt as of- 
ten the Authority of the Scriptures, as they do that of the State, There 
are many, who borrow too often from the Government Arms to ule 
againſt their Adverſarics, and negle@ thote that are more proper , and 
would be more powertul. A Divine groweth leſs, and putteth a Dimi- 
nution upoa his own Charafter, when he Quoteth any Law but thatof 
God Almighty , to get the better of thoſe that conteſt with him; And as 
itis afignof a decaying Conſticntion , when nature with good dyer can- 
not;expel noxious humours, withour calling Forraign Drugs to her Afſi- 
ſtance ; ſo it looketh like want of Health in a Church, when inſtead of 
dependiog upon the power of that Truth which it holdeth , and the 
good example of thoſe who teach ir, to ſupport it ſelf and ſuppreſs Er- 
rors , it ſhould have a perpetual recourſe to the Secular Authority, and 
even, upon the _ occalions. Our Trimmer hath his Objc&ions to 
the oo buſied diligence and overdoing of ſome of the Diflenting Cler- 
xy , and he doth as lictle Approve thoſe of our Church who weare God 
Almightie's Livery , as ſome cld Warders in the Tower do the King's: 
who do nothing that belongs unto their place, bur receiving the wages 
for it. He thinketh that the Liberty ol the late times gave men lo 
much Light, and diffuſed ir ſo Univerſally among the People, that 
they are not now to be dealt with , asthey might have been in an Age 
of leſs enquiry And therefore tho in ſome well choſen and dearly be- 
loved Auditories, good reſolute Non-ſenſe backed with Authority may 
ay , yer generally Men are become ſo good Judges of what they 
car, that the Clergy oughe to be very warry , before they go about 
to impoſe upon their underſtandings, which are grown leſs humble than 
they were in former times , when the Men in Black had made Learn- 
ing {ucha Sin for the Laity , that for fear of offending they made a 
Conſcicnce of being ableto read. But now the World is grown {o 
wiſc, and expeCteth Reaſons, and good ones too, before they give up 
their own Opinions to other Men's DiCtates, tho? never ſo Magiſterially 
deliyered to them. And our Trimmer is farr from approvingthe Hypo- 
criſic which ſcemeth to be the Reigning. Vice among ſome of the Diſ- 
ſenting Clergy ; He thinketh it the moſt provoking Sin. men can be guil- 
ty of in Relation to Heayen, _ yet (which may ſcem ſtrange ) that 
2 very 
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very ſin which ſhall deſtroy the Soul of che man who preacheth , may 
helpto lavethoſe of the Company that hear him , and even thoſe thar 
are cheared by the falic Oſtencation ot the ſtriftnets of his Lite, may by 
that pattern be encouraged to the real praftice of theſe Chriſtian Ver- 
tues , which he doth o deceitfully proteſs: 50 that the Deteſtarion of 
his taule, may poſſibly be carricd too farr by our more Orthodox Divines, 
and a worle extreme for men of that Charatter , who by going to the 
outmoſt Line of Chriſtian Libetry, will certainly encourage othersto go 
beyond it- No Man «doth leſs approve the il|l-bred Method of ſome of 
the Difſenters in Rebuking Authority, who behave themielves as if they 
thought ill manners neceſlary to Salvation; yet he cannor bur ditltinguiſh 
and deſire a mean between the of ſome of the Scoriſh Apoſtles 
and the indecent Courtſhip of ſome ſilken Divines, who one would think 
did praCtile ro bow ar the Altar, only to learn ro make the better legs 
at Court. Our Trimmer approveth the principle of our Church , That 
Dominion is not founded in Grace; And that our obedience is 10 be given to a Po- 
piſh King in other things, at the ſame time that our complyance with 
him in Religion is to be denyved : Yet he cannot but think it a very cx- 
traordinary thing, if a Proteſtant Church ſh wuld by a voluntary Election 
choole a Papiſt for their Guardain, and reccive Direttions tor ſupporting 
our Religion from one who muſt belicyc it a mortal ſin not to endeavour 
to deſtroy it : Such a refined peece of breeding would not ſeem to be yery 
well placed in the Clergy, who will hardly be able to find precedents ro 
juſtifie ſuch an extravagant kind of Courtſhip ; And which is ſo unlike 
the primitive Methods, that ought to be our pattern, He hath no ſuch un- 
reaſonable tendernels tor any ſort of Men, as to expett their Faults 
ſhould not be imparrtially laid open, as they give occaſion for ir. And yer 
he cannot bur {mile ro ſee , that the ſame Man who lerterh up all his 
failes of Rhetorickto fall upon the Diſſenters ; when Popery is co be handled, 
he doth ic ſo gingerly , that hc looketh like an Aſs mumbling of a 
Thriſtle , ſo aftraid he is of letting himfclt looſe upon a Subje&t, when 
he may be in danger of letting his Duty get the betrer of his Diſcrerion. 
Our Trimmer is ſo far from reliſhing the impertinent wanderings of 
theſe whopour out long prayers upcn the Congregation, and all trom 
their ownilock, which GOD knoweth for the molt parr is a barren oil, 
that produceth weeds in ſtead of lowers; And by this means they ex- 
pole Religion it (elf, rather than promote Mens Devotions. On the other 
{1de there may be too = Reſtraint puc upon Men,whom'GO1) & Na- 
ture _ diſtinguiſhed from their Fellow Labourers , by bleſſing them 
with a happier Talent ; And by giving them not only good ſenſe, but a 
powerful 
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powerful utterance too, hath enabled them to guſh out upon the attentive 
Authority, with a mighty ſtream of Deyour and Ut:aftefted Eloquence : 
Whena Man is qualified and endued with Learning, ai:d above all 
adorred with a good Lite, breaking out intoa warm and well delivered 
prayer betore his Sermon, it hath appearance of a Divine Rapture, he 
raileth and leaderh the heartsof an Afſembly in another manner , than 
moſt ſtudied, beſt compoſed form of ſet Words can attain ro,& the Pray wee's 
who ſerve upall their Sermons with the ſame garniſhing , would look 
like ſo many Statues,or Men of ſtraw in the Pulpit, compared with thoſc 
who ſpeak wich ſuch a powerful Zeal, that Men are tempred at the mo- 
ment , to believe Heaven ir felt had diftatcd their words ro them Our 
Trimmer is not ſo unrealonably indulgent to the Diſſenters, as to excule 
the irregularities of their complaints , or to approve their I hteatning 
ſtile, which is {o il] ſuted rothcir Circumſtances, as well as rotheir Dus 
ty: He would havethem ſhew their grief , and nor their Anger to 
the Government, and by ſuch a lubmiſiion to Authority as becometh 
them; if they c..nnor inwardly acquicſc” in whar is impolcd , let them 
detire a Legiſlative Remedy to their ſufferings, There being no other 
way to give them perteft edreſs, then either toſeek ir, or pretend to 
ive it, would notonly be vain bur criminal roo, in thoſe that go abour 
in. Yct for al! this, there may be in the mean time a Prudential Latitude 
lefr, as to the manner of proſecuting the Laws now in force againſt 
them,the Gover-ment is in ſome Degree anſwerable for (uch an Adminiſtra- 
tion , as may be tree from thecenlure of Impartial Fadges: And in or. 
der to that it will be n-ccſlary chat one of theſe Methods be purſued, 
cither to let Joole the Laws, to their outmolt extent, without any Mode- 
ration or Rellraint; In which at the leaſt, che Equality of the Govern- 
ment would be wirhour ()bjection, the penaltics being exafted without 
Remithon from the Piſſnters in all kinds; or if that will no' be done, 
(as indeed there is no Realon it ſhould there isa neceſſity of ſome con- 
nivanc® tothe Proteſtant Diſſenters, to excule that which muſt in Humani- 
ty be allowed the Papiſts , even without any leaning ro them , which 
might be ſuppoſed in thoſe who are or thall be in the A:\miniſtration of 
preblick buſineſs ; and it will tollow, that according to our circumſtances 
the Diſtribution of ſuch Connivances muſt be made in ſuch a manner, 
that rhe greater part of it may fall on the Prozeſtant (ide , or elſe the Ob- 
je&ions will be (o _ and the Inference {o clear, that the Friends as 
well as the Enemics of the Crown, will be ſure ro rake hold of them. tbe 
will not be iufficicnt to ſay, the Pariſts may be crnnived at becauſe they are goad 
SubjcAs, Bur, that the Proteſtant Diſſenters muſt ſuffer becauſe they are ill ones: 
Theſe general Maxims will not conyince diſcerning Men , neither will 
any 
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any late inſtances make them forget what hath paſſed at other times: in 
the World ; Both Sides have had their turns in being. good or i!1 \ub- 
jzeAs, and theretore it is caſte ro imagine what ſulpirions would ariſe in 
the preſent Conjunfure , 1t ſuch a partial Argument as this ſhould be 
impoſed upn us. The truth is, the matter ſpeaketh ſo much of it {clt, 
that ir is not only unneceſlary,hur it may be unmanner]y toſay any more 
»of it. Our Trimmer therefore could wiſh, that ſince notwithſtanding the 
Laws, which deny Churches to ſay Maſs in, not only the Exerciſe, but cycn 
the Oftentation of popery, is as well or better performed in the Chappels of 
ſo many Forraign Miniſters, where the Exg/h relort', in ſpite of Procla- 
mations and Orders of Council, which are grown ro be as harmleſs 
things unto them, as the Popes Bulls, and Excommunication are tO Hereticks 
who are our of his reach , Ifay,that he could wiſh,that by a ſcaſfonable as 
well as by an equal piece of Juſtice,there might be ſo much conſideration 
had of the Proteſtant Diſſenters , as that there might beat ſome times and 
in ſme places a vail thrown over an innocent and retired Conventicle : 
And that ſuch an indulgence may be proflied with leſs prejudiceto the Chureb, 
or diminution tothe Laws, it might be done,{o as to look rather like a 
kind Omiſſion, to enquire ſtrictly, than an allowed Tolleration , of 
that which is againſt the Rule eſtabliſhed , ſuch a skilful hand as this is 
yery neceſſary in our Circumſtances, and the Government, by making 
no ſort of Men entirely deiperate , doth nor only ſecure it felt from the 
danger of any wild or Villanous attempt , bur layeth ſuch a foundati- 
on for healing and uniting Laws, when ever a Parliament ſhall meer, 
that the ſceds of Diflerence and Animoſitics betwixt the leveral contend- 
ing SeAs may ( Heayen conſenting ) tor eyer be deſtroyed. 
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x 4 O ſpeak of Popery leadeth one into ſuch a Sea of matter, that it is not 
eaſic to forcbcar lanching in it being invited, by ſuch a ftruithful 
Theme, and by a vaticty never to be exhauſted ; Bur toconfine ir 
to the preſent ſubjeA, I will only ſay a ſhort word of Religion it (elf, of its 
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influence here at this time, And ot our Trimmer's Opinion in relation 
of our manner of living with them. If a Man would {peak maliciouſly 
of this Religion ; One might lay it is like theſe Diſcales, where as long 
as one drop of the inteftion remaincth, there is flill a danger of having 
the whole mals of Blood corrupted by it. In Swedland there was an ab- 
ſolute cure,and nothing of Popery heard of till Queen Chriſtian ( whether 
moved by Arguments of this or the, other World, would not be good 
manners to enquire ) thoughr fit to change her Religion, and her Coun- 
try, and to live at Rome, where ſhe might find beter Judges of her ver- 
tues, and leſs ungencle cenſures of thole Irincely Libertics ſhe was ſome 
timedepoſed to , when ſhe lived at Stockþolm where the good breeding of 
the Climat is much inferiout to that of Kome, as weil as thecivility ot the 
Religion : And the Cardinals having refined the Church from theie clowniſh 
methods the Fiſher-Men had firſt introduced,& mended that Pattern ſo efle- 
Qtually,that a Man of that Age, it he ſhould now come into the World . 
would not poſſibly know it.In Denmarkthe Reformation was intire.In ſome 
States of Germany as well as Geneva , the cure was univerſal. But in the 
reſt of the World, where the Proteftant Aeligiontook place, the Popith bu- 
mour was t00 tough to be totally expelled; And fo it was in England, tho? 
the change was made with all the Advantage imaginable to the Reformg« 
tion , it being countenanced and introduced by Legal Authority , and by 
char means perhaps have been as perfeC&t as in any other place, if the 
ſhort Reign of Edwerd the 6th, and the (ucceſſion of a Popiſh Dueen, had 
not given ſuch adyantage tothat Religion , that it hath ſubliſted ever 
ſince under all the hardthips that have been put upon it, it hath bcen a 
clols compaCt Body, and made the more fo by their ſufferings, it was 
not ſtrong enough to prevail , bur ic was. [till able with the help of for- 
raign (upport tocarry on an intereſt which gave the Crown trouble to 
make a conſiderable, not to ſay a dangerous, figure in the Nation , ſo 
much as this wou!d not have tcen without ſome hopes , nor theſe hopes 
kept up, without ſome conlidcrable grounds. 

n Queen Elizabeth's time.che Spaniſh zeal of their Religion ; and their 
Revenge for ( 85) gave warmth to the Papiſts herez And abcyve all, the 
Right of the _ of SCOTS to {ucceed, was whilſt ſhe lived, (afficient 
to give them a better proſpect of their Aﬀairs. InKing Famestime,the 
Spaniſh Match and his Gentlenels towards them, kept them up , which 
x tos were ready to interpret more intheir Favours, than was cither rea- 
ſonable, or then became them , lo little renderneſs they have where it is 
moſt due , ifthe intereſt of their Religion come in competition with it. 
As for the [aſt King, tho? he gaye the moſt glorious Eyidence, that ever 
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Man did of his being Proteſt ant, SF, £08 more then ordinary influence 
the Queen wasthought to have over him, and it ſo happening, that 
the greater parrot his anger was dire& againſt the Pwritans , there was 
ſuch an Advantage given to Men diſpoſcd to ſuſpe&, that they were rea- 
dy to interpret it a leaning towards Popery, without which hancl-, ic was 
morally impoſlible that the ill affected part of the Nation could ever 
have ſeduced the reſt unto Rebellion ; That which helped to confirm 
many well meaning Men in their miſapprehenſions ot the King, was the 
long and unuſual intermiſſions of Parliaments , {o that every year that 
paſied without one , made up a new Argument co increaſe their ſuſpiti. 
ons, and made them preſume that the papiſts had a principal hand in 
keeping of them cff $ This raiſed ſuch heat in Mens minds, to think that 
Men who were obnoxious to the Laws, in ſtead of being puniſhed,ſhould 
have credit enough even roſecure themlelves , even at the price of de- 
ſtroying the fundumental Conſtitutions, that it broke out into a flame,which 
betore 1t could be quenched, had almoſt reduced the Nation to aſhes. 
Amongſt the milerable cfiefs of that unnatural Warr , none hath been 
more fatal to Us, than the forcing our Princes to breath in an other Air, 
and to receive the Earthly impreſſhon of a Forraign Education. The 
barbarity of the Englih towar7 their King, and the Roydl Family,might 
very well tempt him to think the better of every thing be found abroad, 
and might naturally produce more g-ntlenel(s towards a Religion , by 
which he was Holpital'y received, ar the ſame time he was thrown off, 
and perſecuted ty the Proreft ints tho? his own Subjefts roo , to agoravate 
the Offence. The Qucen Mother ( as generally Ladies do) with Age 
grew more devout, and earneſt in her Religion , and beſides the Tem. 
poral Rewarc's of getting larger tubſidies trom the French Clergie, ſhe had 
Mortives of ancther kind to perſwade her to ſhew her zeal : And ſince by 
the Roman Diſpenſatory, a Soul converted ro the Church, is a fovcraign 
Remedy, and Jayeth up a mighty ſtock of Merit , She was allo ſolici- 
tous to {ccure her (elf in all events, and therefore firſt {ſer upon the Nuke 
of Glceft-r, who depended ſo much upon her govd-will, T hat ſhe might 
for that Reaſon be induced to bclieve, rhat the Conqueſt wonld nor be 
difficult: Bur it ſofell our. that he either trom his own conſtancic, or 
that he had thoſe near him by whom he was otherwile adviſed, chooſed 
rather to ru:1 away from her importunity, than by ſtaving, to bear the 
continual weight of it. *T's believed ſhe had hetter ſucceſs with another 
of her Sons, who it he was not quite brought off trom or Religion, at leaſt 
ſuch beginnings were made, as made them very caſe to be finiſhed z his 
being of a Generous and Aſpiring Nature, and inthat reſpect lels _— 
® 
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the Drugery of Arguing; might propably help to recommend a Chareb 
co him , that exempreth the Laytic from the vexation of enquiring ; 
Perbaps he might { tho? by miſtake) look upon that Religion as more 
Fayourable to the enlarged power of a King, a conſideration that might 
have its weight with a young Prince in his warm blood , and that was 
brought up in Armies. I cannot hinder my ſelf from a (mall Digre(fion 
toconfider with Admiration: T hat this old Lady of Rome , with all her 
wrinkles ſhould yet have Charms able ro ſubdue great Princes, fo far 
from handſome, and yet ſo Imperious, fo painted and yet (o pretending, 
after namng Abuled, Deſtroyed and Murdered ſo many of her Lovers, 
ſhe ſtill findeth others glad of her new Charms: A thing ſo ſtrange ro 
indifference Judges, that thoſe who will allow no other Miracles in the 
Church of Kome , mult needs grant that this is one not to be conteſted, 
She ſirteth in her ſhop, and ſelleth at dare Ratcs, her Rattles and her 
Hoby- Horſcs, whilſt the deluded World ſtill continueth to furniſh her 
with Cuſtomers, But whether am I carried with this Coxemplation. It 
is high time co rerurn to my Text, and toconſider the wonderful man- 
ner of the King's coming homeagain, led by the hand of Heaven, and 
called by the yoice of his People, who received him, with a joy cquall 
to the bleſſings which his Reſtoration brought along with it. By this 
there was an end put to the Hopes, ſome might have abroad, of make- 
ing uſe of his leſs happy circumſtances, ro throw him into Forreign In- 
tercſts or opinions, which had been wholly inconſiſtent with our Reli- 

ion, our Laws and all other things that are dear to us; yet with all 
tis, ſomerhing of thoſe TinEtures and Impreffions, might ſo far Re- 
main, as tho” they were very Innocent in him, yet they might have ill 
Effc& here, by ſoftning the Animoſity which ſcemeth neceſlary to the 
Defender of the Proteſtant Faith, in oppoſition to ſuch a powerfull and irre- 
concilable Enemy. You may be ſure, that among all other ſort of 
Men who applyed themſelves to the King, at his firſt coming for his pro- 
tection, the Papiſts were nor the laſt, nor ( as they fain would have Aat- 
rered themſelves) the leaſt welcome, having their paſt ſufferings aswell 
as their preſent profeſhons to Reccomend them : Since ſo it happened , 
That the Indulgence promiſed to Diſſenters at Bredz, was carried on in ſuch 
a manner , that the Popitts were rodivide with them. And though the 
Parliamenc , notwithſtanding its Reſtgnation to the Crown in all other 
things, xejeted with Scorn and Anger, a Declaration formed for this 
purpoſe , yet the Birth and Steps of it gave ſuch an Alarm, that Mens 
Suſpicions once raiſed were not eaſily laid a fleep again. To omit other 
things , the breach of the Triple League , and the Dutch Warr , with its ap- 
E pertinences, 
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pertinences, raiſed Jealouſies ro the higheſt pitch 1maginablez and fed 
che hopzs ot one'partie, and the Fears of the other to fuch a Degree, 
that {vm2 very Critical Reſolutions were generally cxpetted : when the 
ill Succeſs of that Warr, and the facritice' France thought firto make of 
the Papitts here totheir own laterelt abroad, gave another checkt,and 
the Att of enjoining the Teſt to all in Office, was thought n0 il] Bargan to 
the Nacion, tho bought at the price of 1205090 lib. and the Mony ap- 
plyed to the continuance of the Warr againſt the Dxtch, then which 
nothing could be more unpopular or lels approved. Notwithſtanding 
theſe Dilcouragements, Popery 'is a plant which may be' mowed down, 
but che root will (till remain, and in ſpight of the Laws, it will ſprout 
up and grow again, cſpecially it it ſhould happen, that there will eyer 
be Men in power, who in ſtead of Weeding it out of our Garden, will 
take cac to cheriſh ic,and keep italive And thothe Law of Excluding them 
from-places, wasto colerably kept, asto the outward torm, yet there 
wcre:many Circumſtances which being improved by the quick ſighted 
Malice of ill atteed Men, did keep up the World ' in their fuſpicions, 
and blow up Jealouſies ro ſuch a hight, both in and out of Parliament, 
tbat the remembrance of them is very unpleaſant, and the Examples ſo 
Extravagant, that it is hoped in our age, nothing like it will be attem- 
ted. | 

: But to come: cloſer to the Caſe in Queſtion,in this condition we ſtand 
with the Papiſts,what ſhall now be done according to our Trimmers opinion, 
in Order to the Better bearing this Grievance ; ſince $I have ſaid before 
there is no hope of bcing intireiy freed from it. Papiſts we muſt haye 
among us, and if their Religion keepeth them from bringing Honey 
to the iro ler the Government try, at leaft by-Gentle and not by Violent Means, 
to take away the ſting from them, The firſt Foundation to be laid Is, that 
a Diſtin& conſideration is to be had of the Popiſh Clergy, who have ſuch 
an eternal Intereſt againſt all accommodation, that ir is a hopleſs thing 
to propoſe any thing to them leſs then all ; their ſtomachs having been 
ſer for it ſince the Reformation. T hey have pined themſelves to a princi. 
ple, that will admit no Mean , they believe Proteftants muſt be damned 
and therefore by an extraordinary Effe&t of Chriſtian Charity,they would 
deſtroy one halt of England, that the other might be ſaved, Then for this 
World they muſt be in poſſeſſion for GOD Almighty, and receive his Rents for him, 
not to accompt till the day of Judgement , which is a good kind of Tenarc, 
and you cannot well blame the good Men, that they ſtir up the Laizy 
trorun any hazatd, in order to the getting them reſtored. What is it 
ro the Prieft , it the deluded Zelot undocth himlelf in the — be 

ingeth 
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fingeth Maſr as, Jollily ; and with as gaod a voice at Rome, or St. Omers as 
cycr he didz he iSa {ingle manand can have no wants, but ſuch as inay 
be caſily lupplied: Yer that he may nor {ſeem altogether inlenſible or 
ungratctul rorhole who are his Martyrs! , He is ready to aflurethcir cx5- 
cutors, and it they pleale will procure a Grant ſub arnulo Piſcatori: 
Thatthe good Man by being hanged bath got a great Bargain, and 
ſaved aſinging of ſome hundred of years, which he would elle have had 
in Purgatory. Therc is no cue tor this order of Men, no expedient 
to be propoled : So that tho? the outmoit ſeverity of the Laws apainſt 
them may in ſome fort be Mitigateq, yer no Treaty can be made with 
them, who in thiscaſe have letc chemſelves no free will, but are muf- 
led by zeal, tyed by vows, and kept up by ſuch unchangeable Maxims 
of the Prisſt- bood ; I hat they are to be ſeſe as deſperate Patients, and tobe 
looked upon as men who will continue in an eternal State of H (tility, 
till che Nation is intirely ſubdued unto them, Ir is therefore only the 
Lay Papiſt that is capable of being Treated with. And we are to Examine 
of what Temper he is, what Arguments are moſt like to prevaile u- 
pon-him, and how fart is advilcable for the Government to, ke Indul- 

entto him; . The -Lay Papifts gencrally keep their Religion, rather 

ecauſe they will not 'break company with thoſe of their own Party, 
than out of a ſettled Zeal that bath any Root in them. Mcſt of them 
do by. the Mediation of the Prieſts, Marrie amongſt one anuther, and {» 
keep upan Ignorant oppolttion, by hearing only one fide. Others lock 
upon it asthe better Scutcheon, the more ancient Religion of the two, 
and as ſome men of good Pedegree will de{piſe meanner men, rho ne- 
ver ſo much Superiour ro them by Nature: So thoſe undervalue the 
Reformation asan upſtarr,and think that there is more Honour in ſup- 
porting an old Error, them embracing what {ecmeth to thera a new 
Truth. The Laws have made men of Pleeſure,by excluding them from 
publick Buſineſs, and it bapneth well that they are fo, fince they will 
be more eaſily perlwad:d by Arguments of Eale and Conveniencie to 
them. T hey have nor pur oft the Man in General , nor the Engliſh man 
in particular; thoſe who in the Jate Storme againſt them, went into 
other Countries, tho they had all the Advanages that might recom- 
mend them to a good reception, ver after a little while they chooſe t1 
Steal over again, and live here with Hazard, rather then abroad. with 
Security. There 1s a {mel] in our Native Earth, beiter then all the 
Perfumes of the Faſt. T here is ſomething ina Morher tho never fo an- 
gl , that the Children will naturally truit ſooner then the moſt ſtudied 


1v1itics of Strangers, Ict them be never ſo Hoſpital, Thecctorc it is nor 
E 2 advil- 
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adviſcabſe, nor at all agreeing with the Rulesof Governing Prudence, ts 
provoke Men by hardſhips to forget that Nature which elle is fure to be 
on our {1i4c. When theſe Men by fair uſage are pur again into their 
Right Senſes they will have quite differing Refteftions from thoſe which 
Rigor and Perſecution had raifed in- them. A La;-Papift will firſt con» 
ſider his Abbey Lands, which notwithſtanding what ever hath'been or 
can be alledged, mult certainly ſink conſiderably in the value the mo- 
ment that Popery prevaiieth, and it being a diſputable matter whether 
zeal might not in a lictle time get the berter of the Law , in this caſe a 
conſ1dering man would admir that as an Argument to perſwade him to 
be contcnt with things as they are, rather then run this, and the other 
hezard by a change, in which haps he may have no other advantage 
ehanthat his own hnmble Conteſſor may be raiſed to a Biſhoprick,, an 
from thence look down Superciliouſly upon his Patron, and which js 
worſe, come to take Pofleſſion for God Almighty of his Abbey, in fuch a 
manner that the ulurping Lend Lord (as he will there be called ) ſhall 
hardly be admitted to be ſo- much asa Tennent unto his own Land, 
leſt his Title might prejudge that of the Chweb, which will then be' the 
Language. He will think what ——_—_ it isto be looked upon, as a 
ſeparate Creature , depending upou a Forreign Intereſt and Authority, 
and for that reaſon expoſed tothe Jcalouſie and ſuſpicion of his Country- 
men. He will refle& what an incambrance ir is to haye his houſe a Pa- 
ſture for hungry Prieſts to Graſs in , who have ſuch a neyer failing In- 
fluence upon the Fooliſh, which is the greateſt part of every mans Fa- 
mily, that a mans Dominion even over his own Childrcn is mangled 
and divided, if not totally undermindea by them. Thento be ſubject 
to what Arbitrary Taxes the Popiſh Convocarion ſhall impoſe upon them 
tor the carring on the common Intereſt of that Religion , under the pe- 
nalty of being marked cut ſor half an Heretick,, by the reſt of the party : 
To have no ſharc in Buſineſs, no opportunity of ſhewing his own yalue 
to the World , tolive arfthe beſt an uſeleſs, and by othersto be thought 
a Dangerous Member of the Nation where he is born , is a burden to a 
Generous Mind that cannot be taken off by all the pleaſures of an cafic 
unmanly Lite, or by the Nauſcous enjoyment of a dull plenty, that pro- 
duceth no food tor the mind, which will ever be conſidered in the firſt 
place, by a man that hath a Soul. When he ſhall rhink, that if hisReli- 
gion ſhould after wading through a See of Blood, come at laſtto prevail ir 
would infinitly leſſen , 1t nor intirely deſtroy the Glory, Riches,Strength, 
and Liberty of his own Country ; and what a Sacrifice isthisto make ro 
Kome, whcic they are wiſe cnough to wonder there ſhould be ſuch fools 
in 
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the World, asto venture, Arugis and contend, nay even to die Mar- 
tyrs for that, which ſhould it tucceed, would prove a Judgement, inſtead 
of a Bleſſing to them. 

He will concluie that the Advantages of throwing ſome of their Chil- 
dren back again ro God Almighty, when they have too many, are not 
equal ro inconvenicacics they may cither feel or fear by continuing their 
ſeparation from the Religion eſtabliſhed. Mortal things will have 
their weight in this World; And tho? Zeal may prevail tor atime and 

er yer the better in a Skirmiſh , yer the War endeth generally on the 
de of Fleſh and Blood, and wil do ſo, till Mankind is another thing 
then it is at preſent: And therefore a wile Papift in cold Blood confider- 
ing theſe and many other Circumſtances, will believe ic worth his 
pains totry if he can unmufle himſelf from the Mask of Irfalibility, and 
we think it reaſonable to fer his impriſoned Senſes at Liberty, and that he 


hath a right to ſee with his own Eyes, hear with his own Ears, and 


judge with hisown Reaſon; The conſequence of which, migh2 probably 
by the weighting things ina right Scale , and ſecing rhem in their rruc 
colours , be'able to make him diſtinguiſh between the merit of ſuffer- 
ing fora-right Cauſe, and the fooliſh oftentation of drawing inconveni- 
encies upon himſelt, and therefore will not be unwilling to be convinced 
that our Proteftans Creed may make him happy in the next, and eaſier in 
this Wotld: a tewof ſuch wiſe Proſylites would by their Example draw 
ſo many after them , that the Party would inſenfibly melt away and in 
a little t\me, without an angry Word, we ſhould come toan Union, thacr 
all good Men would have Reaſon to rejoyce at. But we are not to pre- 
ſume upon theſe converſtons, without preparing Men for it, by kind and 
reconciling Arguments, Nothing is fo againſt our Nature as to believe 
thoſe can be in the Right, who are too hard upon us? there is a Defor- 
mity in every thing that doth us hurt, it will look ſcurvily in our Eye 
whit che ſmart continueth, and a Man muſt have an extraordinary 
mealure of Graceto think well of a Religion,that reduceth him and his Fa. 

mily to miſery; Inthis m_— our Trimmer would conſent toa Mitigation 
of ſuch Laws as were made ( as is ſaid , Henrythe 8ch got Queen Eliza- 
beth) in a heat againſt Rome. It may be ſaid, thatcven States as well as 
private Men are ({ubject ro pa ſions, a juſt indignation of a villanous ar- 
tempt produeccth ar the time {uch Remedies as perhaps are not without 2 
mixcure of ſome Revenge: And therefore tho? rime cannot Repeal a 

Law, ic may by a Natural Eff& ſoftcn the Execution of it. There is 

leſs danger to rouſe Lyons when they are at reſt, than to awake Laws 
that arc intended to haye their time of flceping 3 Nay , more than thar, 
in 
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in ſome caſes their Natural Periods - Life tooare dying of themle]ves, 
without the Solemnny of being reyocked any othet wayes, than by the 
common conſentot Mankind, who ceaſe to execure , when the Rea. 
ſons in great, meaſure fall, that firſt created and juſtified the rigour of un. 
vſual penalties: Our Trimmer is not eager to pick out: ſore places in Hi- 
ſtorics againſt chis or any other Partie yquire contrary, is very ſolicitous 
to find wut, any thing that: may, be healing, or tehd to-an Agreement. 
Byc to prelcribe the means of this Gcntlenels, ſo as to make ir effeftual, 
mult come trom the only place that can furniſh Remedies for this cure 
viz. a Parliament : Inthe mean t;me it is to be wiſhed, there might be 
ſuch a mutual calmneſr of Mind , That the Proteſtants might not; be (o 
£201hs as ſti:] ro'{mell the Match which was to have blown. up the 

ing and both Houſes inthe Gun: Powder Treaſon, or to ſtatr at every ap- 
pearance of Popery, as if it was juſt taking Poſſeſſion» On the other 
tide , that che Papiſts may not ſuffer themlelves to be led by any hopes, 


tho? never {o flattering, ro a Confidence or Oſtentation which muſt pto, 


voke men to be lels kind tothem-; that they may uſe. Modeſty on their- 
ſide , and the Proteſtants Indulgence on theirs. . ;By: this means there 
would te an overlooking of all Venial faults,a Tacite connivance. at all 
things that did not cary {candal withthem,& it would amount toa kind 
of natural Diſpenſation with the (cvere Laws , ſince there would be no 
more — Midi were:the occaſions of Anger and Animolities once re- 
moved... | | | | 3; 

Let the Papiſts in the mcan time remember , that thete is a Reſpect 
due {rom all lefler Numbers to Greater. A Deterence to:be payed by 
an Opinion that is exploded, to one that is Eſtabliſhed : Such a thought 
well digeſted., will have an influence upon their behaviours, and pro- 
.duce ſuch a Temper ,- as mult win their eager Adycr(aries out of their 
ill humour to them , and givethem a Title toll the fayour that may 
be conſiſtent with the Publick Peace and Securitic. | 
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Opinion in Relation to things ABROAD. 


HE World is{o compoſed , that it is hard if not impoſſible for a 
Nation not to be a good dale involved in the State of their Neigh- 
bours: and tho by the fclicicy of our Situation, we are more indepen- 
cent 
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dent than any other people, yet we have in all Apes been concerned for 
our own ſakes in the Revolutions Abroad. There was a time when 
England was an Ovet-vallancing power of Chriſtendom, and that cither 
by Inheritance or Conquelt , rhe bctter part of France received Laws 
from Us. Aftcr that, wc being reduced into our own Limi s, France an 
Spain became the Rivals for the Haiverſal Monarchic ; And our Third 
power,tho in it (elt leis than either of the ocher napncd tobe Superior 
to any one of them, by che chojce we had of throwing the Scales on that 
fide ro which we gave our Friendſhip. And we do not know whethcr 
this figure did not make usas great as our former Conqueſts , to be a 
perpxrual Umpire between the rw9 great contending Powers, who gave 
. us all cheir Courſhip , and offered all heir Incenſe at our Altar, whilſt 
their fat ſeemed to depend upon the Oracles we delivered. For a Ning of 
England to fit on his Throne ( as in a Supreme Court of Juſtice with the 
laſt Appcal of two great Monarchs pleading their caule, and cxpeCting 
the ſentence Declaring - which {ide was on the Right, or ar leaſt ( it 
we pleaſed) which fide ſhould have the berrer of ic ) was a picce of 
greatn{(s which was peculiar tous and no wonder it we cndeavourcd to 
preſerve it, as we did for a con{iderable time: Ir being our ſaftic as well 
asour Glory to maintain it- But by a fatality upon our Councils,or by 
the refined Policy ot this latter Age , we have thoug't fit to uſe Induſtry 
to deſtroy this mighty Power which we had lo long enjoyed; and that 
equality berween the two Monarchs which we might for eyer have pre- 
{erved , hath been chiefly broken by us, whole intereſt above all things 
it wasto have maintained it. When one of them like the overflowing of 
the Sea, had gained more upon the other then our conveniencie or in- 
deed our ſafety would allow, inſtead of mending the Banks or making 
new ones, we our ſelves with our own hands helped to cut them ,, to 
invite and make way fora farther inundation. Spain and France haye had 
their (everal turns ot making uſe of our miſtakes, ard we have been for- 
merly as deaf to the then weaker part of the World , to nelp them a- 
ainſt the houſe of Auſtria, as we can now be to the carneſinels of Spain, 
that we would afhiſt them againſt the power of France. Gondemar was 
as Saucy and as powertul too in K: Jame's his Court, as any French Am- 
baſiador can have been in any time ſince ; Men talked as wrong then on 
the Spaniſh ſide, and made their Court as well by it , as any can have 
done ſince by talking as much for the French. So that from that time, 
inſtead of weighing 1n a falſe Ballance the power ot cicher Crowns, ir 
lookerh as if we had learned only to weigh the penſions and rake the 
heavieſt, Ir would be tedious as well as unwelcome to recapitulat all 
our wrong ſteps, ſo that I will go no fartherthan the King's Reſtorati.. 
Cn, 
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on, at which time the Ballance was on the ſide of France , and chat by 
the means of Cromwel, who tor a ſeparate Intereſt of his own , had facri- 
ficed that of the Nation,by joyning with the ſtronger (ide to ſuppreſs the 
Power of Spzin , which he ought to have ſupported : Such a method 
was natural enough to an Ulſurper , and ſhewed he was nor the Lawful 
Father of the People, by having fo lictle care of them. And the exam- 
ple coming trom that hand, one would think for that Reaſon ſhould be 
leſs likely to be followed. 

But to go on, here cometh the King followed with Courtſhip, ſrom 
all Nations Abroad ; of which, ſome did it, not only to make him for- 
get how familiarly they had uſed him whilſt he was in other Circum: 
ſtances, but to beſpeak the Friendſhip of a Prince, who beſides his other 
greatneſs was yet more Conſiderable by being re eſtabliſhed by the Love 
of his People. France had an intereſt cither to diſpoſe us to ſo much 
good will, or at leaſt ro put us in ſuch a condition , that we might give 
no Oppotition to their Deſigns : And Flanders being a per Objc& 
in their Fye, a laſting Beauty for which they have an incurable Pafſhon, 
and not being kind enough to conſent to them , they medirat to com- 
mita Rapeupon her z which they thought would not be cafic to do , 
whilſt Fagland and Holland were agreed to reſcue her , when ever they 
ſhould hear cry out for help to them. To this end they put in pra- 
ice ſcalonable and Artificial Whiſpers to widen things between us and 
the States ; Amboyns, and the Fiſhery muſt he talked of here; the 
Freedom of the Seas, and the preſcrvation of Trade infinuated there, 
and their tcing Combuſtible matter on both ſides , in a little time ir 
cook fire, which gave thoſe that kindled it ſufficient cauſe to ſmile, 
and hug themſelves to ſceus both fall into the Net, they had laid for 
us. And it is obſeryable and of good example to us if we will take ir, 


that their deſign being to ſer us together at cuffs to weaken us , they | 


kept themſelves indifferent and lookers on, till our ViQtries begun 


to break the Ballance : And then the King of Frence like a wiſe Prince 


was reſolved to ſupport the beaten ſide, and would no more ler the pow- 
er of the Sea, than we ought to ſuffer the Monarchy of Exrope, to fall into 
one Hand, In purſuance to this, he took part with the Dutch, and in 
a little time made himſelf Umpire of the Peace berseen Us. Sometime 
after upon a pretence of his Queen's Title to a part of Flanders by right of 
Devolation, he fallcth into it with a mighty Force, for which the Spaxi- 
erds were (o little prepared, that he made a very {wift progreſs, and had 
{uch a Torrent of indifparcd ViRtory , | that England and Holland (tho 
the Wounds they had giycn one another were yet green ) being ſtruck 
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with the apprehenſion of ſonear a A them,thought it nereſſary 
for their own Detence ro make up a fudden ( inco which Swedek 
was raken in ) to interpoſe for a Peace berween the two Crowns, This 

had ſo good an Effect, that Frahce was ſto in its Career, and the peace 
of Ai 1a Chapel was 2 little after conc] : It wasa forced putt, ard 

the Frenh witely diflembled their DiflarisfaQtions ; vet from the vety 

moment, they relolyed to unty this triple Knot what cyer it coſt them : 

For his Chriſtian Majeſty atter his conquering Meals, evet riſcth with a to- 
Mach, and he liked the Patern fo well, 'that it gave him a longing to 
haye the whole piece. Amonglt the other Means uſed to attain thisend, 
rhe ſending over the Dutches of Orleans , was not the leaſt poawertal ; ſhe 
was a very welcome Gueſt here, and her own Charms and Dexterity 
foyned wich all other Advantages which might help her perſwalions,gave 
her (uch an Aſcendent » that ſhe could hardly fail of ſucceſs. One of 
the preliminaries of her Treaty, tho? a 'trivial thing in it (elf , yet was 
conſiderable in the confequence, as very fmall circumſtances are in rela- 
tion to the Government of t he whole World, Abour that time a general hu- 
mour in oppoſition to France , had made us throw oft their Faſhion, ard 
t on Veſts, that we might look more like a diſtin& People, and not be 


' under the /ervility of Imitetton, which eyer payeth a greaterDctcrence to the 


Original, chan is conſiſting with the Equality, all independing Nations 
ods grrernd roo France did not like this ſmall beginning of ill hu- 


' mour, or at leaſt of Emulation; and wiſely conſidering, that it is a natural 


intreduim, firſt to make the World their Apes, tharthey may be afrer- 


' wards their Slaves : It was thought that one of the Inftrutions Madam 


brought along with her, wasto laugh Us out of theſe Veſts, which ſhe 


- pertormed o efteftually, that in a moment , like ſo many Footmen 


that had quited their Maſters Livery, weall took it again , and returned 
ro our Service: Sothat the very time of doing it gave a critical advantage 
to France, fincc it looked like an Evidence of our returning to their In- 
tereſts, as well as ro their Fafhion , and would give ſuch a diſtruſt of us 
to our New Alleyes, that it might facilitate the Diflolution of this Knor, 


* which tyed them ſo within their bounds, that they were very impatient 


till they were freed from the Reſtraint. Bur this Lady had a more 
bounded Commiſſion than this, and had no doubt laid the Foundation 
of making a new ſtrit Allyance lately engaged ; And of this there was 
fuch carly appearances, that the World began to look upon vs as falling 
mto Apoſtscy trom the common Intereſt, Notwithſtznding all this, 


* France did not neglect ar the ſame time to give very good words to the 
" Dmteb , and evento feed them with TI ſupporting them againſ? us; 


wiien 


when on a ſudden,that never to be forgotten Declaration of War againſt 
them cometh our, to vindicate his own Glory, and to revenge the in- 
juriesdoneto his Brother of England , by which he became our {econd 
in this Duel ; ſo humblecan this Prince be! When at the ſame time 
heidoth us more honour then we deſerved, he layeth a greater ſhare of 
the blame upon our ſhoulders then did naturally belong to us. 
The particulars of that War , our part in it whilſt we ſtayed in, and 
when we were out of Breath , our leaving the French to make an end 
of it, are thingstoo well known to make it neceſlary, and roo unwelcome 
of themſelves ro make me repeat them. ()nly the wiſdom of France is 
in this to be obſerved , that when we had madea ſeparate Peace, which 
left them ſingle to oppole the united force of the Confederares,they were 
{o far trom bcing Angry , That they would not ſo much as ſhew the 
leaſt coldneſs, hoping to get as much by our Mcdiation for a Peace as 
they would have expected from our Aflittance in the War, our circum- 
ſtances at thartime conlidered. This {ealonable peace of Indulgence in 
not Reproaching us, bur rather allowing thoſe neccthrics of State, whicl, 
we gave forour excuſe, was iuchan ingaging method , that it went a 
great way to keep ns ſtill in his chains,when to the eye of the World ,w* had 
Abſolutely broken looſe fromthem ; And by what paſled afterwards at 
Nemeghen, tho the Kings Neutrality gave him the figure of a Mediator,it 
apprared that his Interpoſition was extremely {uſpeted of partiality 
by the C onfederats, who upon that ground di4 both at , and before the 
concluſion of the Treatie,treate his Minifers there with a great dalc of nc- 
ple. In this peace as well as that of the Pireneans,and of Aix 1a Chapel,the 
K: of France at the moment of making,had the thoughts of breaking ot'ir; 
for a very little time after he broached his prerentins upon A Left, ee. 
Things had they bcen offered by a leſs formidable hand, would have 
been {miled at. Bur ill Arguments being ſeconded with g 0d Armies, 
carry luch a power with them, that naked Senſe is a very unequal Ad- 
verlary: Ir was thonght that thoſe Airie Claims were rail- 
ed with the getting of Lexenburgh for the Equivalent ; and this Opi- 
. hion was confirmed by the blockino ir up ater pretending to the County 
of Chimay ; and that it might be intirely ſurrendred ro the French Domi- 
nions, it was ſo prefied that ir moſt have fallen in a little time, if the 
King of France had not ſent Orders to his Troops to retire, and his Chri- 
ftian generoſity which was aſſigned for the Reafon of it , made the World 
imile, ſince it was ſeen how differently his devout Zea! worketh in Hun- 
garie. That ſpecious Reaſon was in many reip*Rs ill timed, and France 
IT {ci{ gave it {o faintly, that at the yery time it looked out of counte- 
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nance. The true ground of this Rerireing is worth our Obſervation, 
for at the inſtance of the Confedergres, Offices were done, and Memorials 
given , bur all ineffeftual ill the Word Parliament was pur into them ; 
That powerful Word had furh, an Ffl-& . that cven at that diſtance, ic 
railedthe Siege , which may convince us of what Efficacy a King of Eng- 
Linde Words are, when ke will give them their tull Weight, and threat- 
en with his Parliament. Ir is then that he appzareth, that greac Figure 
we ought torepreſent 11m in our Minds; The Nzticn his Body , hethe 
Head, and joyned witl that Harmony, That the very word he pronounc- 
eth is the Word of a Kingdom, luch words ( even by this Example) are 
as cttetual as Fleets or Armies, becauſe they can creat them : Aad 
wichout this, his wotds ſound abroad, like a Faint Wiper , T hat is cither 
not hatd, or which is worſe, not minded. But tho? France had made this 
ſtep of forced «omplyance, it did nor mean to leave off the perſuir cf 
their Pretenſtons; and therefore Immediately propoſed the Arbicration 
of it to the King, But it appeared that notwithſtanding his Merits to- 
wards the Contedetates, in ſaving Luxenburgb, the remembrance of 
what paſſed before had letr fo 1]] a Taſte in their Mouths, That they 
conld no: Reliſh our being pur in a Condition, to diſpole ct their Inte- 
reſts, and therefore Declined it by Inſfiſting upon a General Treaty, 
to which France hath ever fince continued Averſe, Our great carncſt- 
nels tro p:tfwade the Confederates ro conſent to it , was fo unuſual and 
Sufpitious a Method, that it might naturally make them believe, that 
France (poke to them by our Mouth ; and for that Reaſon ( if there had 
been no other ; might hindertheir accepting it. And o little care hath 
been taken to C ute this or other Jealouttes the Confederates might have 
Fntertained , that quite contrary their Minifters rake every day Freſh 
Alarms, from what they cbſcrve in ſmal, as well as in great Circum- 
ſtances; Ani tho they , both bring apt to rake and improve Apprehen- 
ſions of this kind, draw fuch Interences from them , as make them 
entirely deſpair of us. 

Thus we now ſtand, far from being innocent SpeRators of our Neigh, 
bours Ruine, and by a fatal Miſtake forgetting what a certain Forc- 
runner it is to our own. And now it's time that our Trimmer ſhould 
tell ſomewhat of his Opinion upon this preſent ſtate of things Abroad. 
He firſt Profeſſeth to have no Byvals either for , or againſt France, and 
that his Thoughts are wholly direfted by the [ntereſt of hisown Coun- 
try. He alioweth and hath read, that Spain ied the ſame Metheds 
when it was in it's height as France doth now; and theretore it is not 
Partiality that moycth him, bur => juſt Fear that all realcnable Men 
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muft be poſteſicd with of an over l Power. Ambition is x deyour- 
ing BeaY, when ic hath ſwallowed one Province , inſtcad of being cloy- 
ed with it, it hath ſo much the greater Sromach to another; And by 
being Fed becometh ill the more Hungry : So char for the Contede- 
rates to expet a Security from any thing but trom their own united 
Strength,is a moſt miſereble fallaty;and it they cannot reſiſt the increachments of 
France by their Armes , it is in vain for them to dream of any other means 
of preſervation- It would have better Grace,belides the ſaving of ſo much 
. bloodand ruine, to give upall at once, make a preſent of chemſelves to 
appealerhis haughty Monereh, rather than be whilpered,flattered, or cozr 
ncd out of their Liberty. Nothing is ſo (oft as the firſt applications of a great 
Prince to engage a weaker, but that ſmiling countenance is but a Vizard, 
it is not the true tace, for as ſoon as theturn is ſerved , che Courtſhip fal- 
lcth toſome other Prince or Stare , where the ſame part is to be ated; 
leaveth the old miſtacen Friend to negleand conterapt 3 And like au 
inſolentLoyer to a Chaſte Miſtris,reproacheth her even with the Intamy 
of which he himſelf was'theAuthor. Szeden, Bavaria, Palatineat Foc. may by 
their freſh Example teach ocher Princes what they are realonably to 
expet, and what Snakes are hidden under the Flowers which the Court 
of France (o liberally throweth upon them, whilſt they can be ulſctul, 
The various Methods,and the deep Intrigues,the difte:entNoresyin ſeveral 
Countries, doth not only give {uſpicion,but aſſurance, that every thing 
is pur in praftice by which the Univerſal Monarchy may be obtained : 

ho can reconcile the withdrawing his Troops from Lzxenburgh in con- 
frees of the War in Hungarie, which was not then declared, aud pres 
ently thereafter encouraging the Turk, to take Viems , and conlequents 
ly ro deſtroy the Empire ! Or who canthink that the perſecution of the 
poor Proteſtants in Frence will be accepted by God as an Attonment for 
hazarding the loſs of the whole Chriſtian Faith: Can he be thought in car- 
neſt when he would ſeem afraid of the Spainerds., and for that Reaſon 
muſt have Luxenburgh 2 And that he;cannot be ſafe from Germany, Cx- 
cept he be in poſſeſſion of Strazbargh ? All injuſtice and violence muſt 
in it {elf be grievous; but the aggrayation of ſupporting them by falſe 
Arguments and inſulting Reaſons, hath — it Yet Naore pro- 
voking, then the injurics themſelves: And the World hath ground 
enough toapprehend from ſuch a method of arguing , that even their 
Senſes are to be ſubdued as well as their Liberties. Then the ſeveral va» 
ritics of Argaments uſed by France in ſeveral Countries is very obſery- 
able. In Englazd and Denmark nothing is infilted on., bur the worn 
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and Authority of the Crown, On the other ſide the great Men in' 
Poland , are commended who ditter in Opinion with the King , and 
they argue like kind Friends tothe priviledges of the Diet , againſt the 
ſeparate Power of the Crown : In Sweden they are ſomething troubled 
that the King ſhould have changed ſomethings there of late by his fingle 
Authoritic trom the Ancient and fertled Conſtitation. At Ratirbone his 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſtie taketh the Liberties of all the Ele&ors and free States 
into his immediate proteCtion, and relleth them the Emperor is a daxge- 
rows Man , an aſpiring Hero, that would intallibly deyour them, it he was 
not at hand to reſiſt him in their behalf : Bur aboye all , in Hand he 
hath the moſt oblidging tenderneſs for the Common wealth, and is in ſuch 
Dilquiets leſt it ſhould be invaded by the Prince of Orange , that they can 
do no leſs in gratitude than to undoe themſelyes when he bidderh, to 
ſhew how {cnſible they are of his good Nature. Yet in ſpite of all theſe 
ContradiQions, there are in the World {uch very refin'd States Men , as 
will upon their Credit affirm the following paradoxes to be real Truths; 
Firſt, That Frexce alone is ſincere, and keepeth its Faith ; and conle- 

ently, that it.js theonly Ftiend wecan rely upon. That the King of 
rance of all Men living bath the left mind to be © Conquerer, That he is a {]:epy 
Tame Creature, void of all Ambition, a poor kind of a Man, that hath 
no further thought than of ge That he is charmed by his Friendhip 
to Us, that it 1s impoſſible he ſhould ever do us hurt: And therefore tho 
Flanders was loſt, it ſheuld not in the leaſt concern Us, That he would 
fain help the Crown of England to be Ablolure , which: would be to rake 
pains to put Us ina conditionto- oppoſe him ; as it is and muſt be our in- 
tereſt as long as he continues in ſach ag overballancing greatneſs, Such 
a Creed as this , it once received, mighc prepare our Belict for greater 
_ And as he that taught Men to cat a Dagger, began firſt with a 
Pen knife; ſo if Wecan be prevailed with to digeſt thele ſmaller mi- 
ſtakes , we may at laſt make our Stomacks ſtrong enough for that of 
Tranſubſtantiation.Our Trimmer cannot caſily be converted out of his Senſes 
by theſe State Sophifters, and yer he bath no ſuch peeviſh obtinaey, as to re- 
je& all Correlpondence with Fr#nee, becauſe We ought to be apprehen- 
fiyc of the roo great power of it.He would not havethe Kings Friendſhip 
to the Confederetes extend to the involying him in any wnreaſonable or dan= 
erous Engagements , neither would he have him lay aſide the Conſi- 
cratians of his better Eſtabliſhment at home , out of an excefhve zeal 
to ſecure his Allies Abroad ; Bur {ure there might be a mean: berween 
the rwo oppoſite Extremes, and it may be wiſhed that our Friendſhip 
with France ſhould ar leaſt be ſo bounded , that ir may: conſiſt _ rhe 
nour 
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Honour as well as with the EL”. England, There is no Woran 
but hath her Feats of contracting too great an Intimacie with a much 
greater Beauty , becauſe irexpuled her too often ro a compariſon that 
i5not advantagious to her: and lure it may become a Þrince to be as 
Jealous of his Digntty , asa Lady can be of her good Looks ; an te 
as mnch our of countenance to be thoughr an humble Companion to ſo 
much a greater power, tobe alwaycs (cen in tuch an ill Light, to be fo 
darkned by the brig hinels of a greater Star, is ſomewhat Mortitying. 
And when Enz/a14 might Ride Admiral at the Head of the Contcde- 
ratcs, to look like an Kirchin Yaughr to the Grand Lewis, is but a ſcur. 
vy Figure for usto make in che Mapp of Chrittendom ; it would riſc up- 
on our Trimmers ſtomach it ever ( which God torbid ) the power of Call- 
igand Intermitting Parliaments here , ſhould be transferred to the 
Crown of France , and that all the opportunitics of our Settlements at 
Home, ſhould give way to their Degſins and Projets Abroad ; and 
that our Intereſt ſhould be (o tar ſacrificed ro our humour, that all the 
Omnipatence of France, can never make us full amends; tor ir. In the 
mean time, he ſhrinkerth at the dilmal Proſpect he can by no means 
drive away from his thoughts, that when France hath gathered all the 
Fruit arifing trom eur miltakes, and that we can hear no more , they 
they will cut down the Tree and throw it into the fire. All this while 
ſome Sup2rfne Stateſmen rocomtort us,w-nld fainperſwade the world, 
that thisor that Accident may lave us, and all which is or ought to be 
dcarto us, would have us rely mcerly upon Chance , not conſidcring 
that Fortune is Wiſdoms ( reature ; and that God Almighty loveth to be 
on the wilel(t as well as on the ſtrongeſt fide : T heretore this 1s {uch a 
milerable ſhifr, ſuch a ſhameful Evaſion , that they would be laughed 
to death for ir, it the ruining conſequence of this Miſtake did not more 
dilpole men to the Rage and deteſtation of it. 

Our Trimmer is far from 1dolatry in other things, and in one thing only 
he cometh ſomewhat ncar ir, his Countrey is in ſome Degree his Idol ! 
He doth not Worſhip the Sun, becauſe it is nor Peculiar to us,ic ramt-leth 
about the World, and is lels kind co us then it is to other C ountrics; but 
for the Earth of England, tho perhaps inferiour ro many places Abroad, 
to him there is Viviniue in it, and he had rather die then ſee a Spire 
of Engliſh graſs trampled upon by a Forreign Graſhopper. He think- 
cth that there area great many of his Mind, for all Plants are not to taſte 
of the ſyil in which they grow and we that grow, here have a root that 
p:oduccth in us a ſtock of Englith juice, which is not. to be changed 
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by Grafting or Forreign Infuſion, = do not know whether any thing 
leis will prevail then the Modern experiment, by which the Blood of 
one Creature is Trani{mitred into another;according to which,tctore the 
French Blood can be let into our Bodies, cyery drop of our own muſt 
be drawn out of them. - Our Trimmer cannot but lament that, by a Sa- 
crifice too great tor one Nation to make to another , we ſhould I've 
likea rich Mine made uſeleſs for want only of teing wrought, and that 
the lite and vigor which ſhould move us againſt our Enemies is miſcr- 
ably applycd rotcar our own Bowels. That being made by cur bappy 
ſituation not only fater, but it we plcaſe greater too, then Countries 
which tar cxcced us in t:xtent; that having Cuurage by Nature, Learn- 
ing by Induſt:y , Riches by Trade, we ſhould cortupt all thoſe advan- 
tages, {o asro make them inſignificant, and by a fatality which ſecm- 
eth peculiar crous, miſplace our active rage one againſt another, whilſt 
weare turned into Viarucs on that fide where lycth our greateſt dan- 
ger to be inconcerned , not only at our Neighbours Ruine but our own, 
and let onr I{land ly Iike a great bulk in the Sca , without Rudder or 
Sails , all thc men caſt away in her , or as if we were all Children 
Rocked a flecp toa Forreign Tune, I ſay when Our Trimmer repre- 
ſenteth ro his Mind, our Roſes blaſted and diſcoloured, whilſt the Lilhes 
. triumph and grow infolent upon the compariſon z when he con- 
ſidereth our oncc flowriſhing Lautels now withered an{ evirg , 
and nothing lett us but the remembrance of a better patt in hiſtory, 
then We ſhall make tor the next Age, which will now be no more to 
Us than a Sexrchron hung up n ovr doors when we are dead ; when he 
foreleeth from hence growing, infamietrom abroad, confuſion at home, 
and all this without the pothbility ot a cure, in reſp-&@ of the vo'umary 
Feucrs, Good Men pur upon themſelves by their Allegiance , without a 
great mea(ureof preventing Grace, He would be tempred to vo om of the 
World like a Roman Philoſopber. rather than endure the burden of Lite 
under ſuch a diſcouraging proſpet, Bur miſtakes as all orher have tir 
periods, and many times the way to cure is n: trooppole them. bur lay 
tillchey are cruſhed with thcir own weight : For Nature will nor ailow 
anv thing to cominue long that is Violent, Violence is a Wound , an: 
a Wound muſt becureable in a litlecime , or elc it is mortal - Iut a 
Nation cometh near being Immo: tal , therctore the Wound w:iil one 
time or another be cured, thor perh;aps bv {nck rough metho.is, if roo 
long foreborn, as may make even the b-{t Remedi.s we can propole, to 
be at the ſametime a Melancbolly Contemplation to ws. Thicte is but one 
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thing ( GODS Providence excepted \ fo t a Man from ſitiking uhder 
theſe afflifting thoughts, and that is the hopes we draw ſingly trom che 
King himſelf, withour the mixture of any other Conſideration. Theo 
the Nation was laviſh of thcir Kindneſs ro him at his firſt coming , yer 
there remaineth (till a ſtock of warmth in Mens Hearts tor him, beſides 
the good influences of his cappy Planet are not yer all ſpent : And 
tho' the Stars of Men paſt their Youth are generally declining, and have 
leſs Force, like Eyes of decaying Beauties; —_ a blefling peculiar to 
himſelf, we may yet hope to be ſayed eyen by his 4utumnal Fortune. He 
hath ſomething about him that will draw down a healing Miracle for 
hisand our Deliverance. A Prince that ſeemeth fitred for ſych anof 
fending Age, in which Mens Crimes haye been ſo generall, that the nor 
foregiving his People had been deſtroying them > Whoſe Gentlenels 
giveth him a Natural Dominionthat hath no bounds, with {uch a Noble 
mixture of Greatneſsand Condeſcention, an engaging, look that dilatth. 
eth Men of their i]l Humour, and their Reſentment, omething in him 
that wanteth a name, and can no more be defined than it can be reſiſted, 
a gift of Heaven of its laſt finiſhing, where it will be peculiarly kind ! 
The only Prince in the World that dares be familiar, or that hath right 
to Triumph over thoſe forms which were firſt invented to give aw to 
thoſe that could not Judge , and to hid Detefts trom thoſe that could : 
A Priace that hath cxhaulted himlclf by his Liberality, and endanger- 
ed himſelf by his egy , whoonly ſhineth by hisown Light, and by 
bis natural yertues excelleth all the' yarniſh of ſtudied Acquificions z his 


taulrs are like ſhadesto a. good pifture, or like Allay to Gold to make it 


more uleful ; he may haveſome, but for any man to ſeerhem through 
ſo many Reconciling yertues, 1s a Sacrilegious piece of ill nature, of 
which no generous mind can be guilty. Prince that deleryeth to be 
loyed for his own ſake, even without the helps of a Compariſon, our 
love, our duty, and our danger, all join to cement our ience to 
him : Inſhort whatever he cando, it is no more poſlible for us ro be 
angry with him, than with the bank that ſecureth us from the raging 
Sea, the kind ſhade that hideth us from the ſcortching Sun, the welcome 
hand that rcacheth us a Reprive, or with the Guardian Angel that 
reſcucth cur Soul from the deyouring Jaws of wretched Eternity. 
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CONCLUSION. 


T? Conclude , Our Trimmer is ſo fully ſatisfied of the Trath of t boſe Princi- 
ples by which be is direGed in reference to the publick,, that be will neither 
be Bauled , Threatned , Laughed , nor Drunk out of them, and inſtead of being 
Convitted by the Arguments of bis Adverſaries to their Opinion be is very much 
eonfirmed in bis own by them. He profeſſeth Solemnly that were it in bis Power 
#0 chooſe,be rather have had bis Ambition bounded by the Commandments of a Wife 
and Greas Maſter, then let it Range with a Popular Licence, tho* Crowned with 
Smeceſs, Net he cannot commit ſuch a ſin againſt the Glorious thing called Libertie, 
er let his Soul ſtoop ſo much below it ſelf, as to be content without repining to bave 
bis reaſon intirely ſubdued , or the Priviledge of Alting like a ſenſible Creature torn 
from bim by the Imperious Diftates of unlimited Ambority , in what bands ſoever 
it bappeneth to be placed, What is ther: inthis, that is ſo Criminal as to deſerve 
the penalty of that moſt ſingular Apothegm , ® A Trimmer is worſe than a 
«Rebel ? hat do angry Men aile to rail ſo againft Moderation # Doth it not 
look, as if they were going to ſome, Semrvie Extreme , that ir too flrang to be digeſt- 
ed by the more conſidering part of Mankind. Theſe Arbitrary Methods, beſides 
the unjuſtice of them are, GOD bethanked, very unskilful too, for they fright the 
Birds by talking ſo loud from coming into the net that is laid for them. When Men 
agree to rifle a bouſe, they ſeldom give warning, or blow a Trumpet ; but there are 
ſome ſmall States Men who are ſo full charged with their own expeftations, that 
they cannot contain ; and kind Heaven by ſending ſuch a ſeaſonable caſe upon their 
Underſtandings, bath made their [gnorance an Antidote againſt their Malice ; 
Some of theſe cannot treat peaceably, yeelding will not ſatiifie them, they will have 
Men by florm. There are others who muſt have plots to makg their ſervice neceſſary, 
and have an Intereſt to keep them alive ſince they are to live upon them , Theſe Men - 
would perſwade the King to Retrench his own greatneſt , ſo as to ſhrink into the 
Head of a party, which is a betraying him into ſuch an un-Princely miſtake , and 
into ſuch a wilful diminution of himſelf , that they are the laſt Enemies he ought 
to allow bimfelf to forgive. Such Men, if they could, would prevail with the Sun 
to ſhine only upon them and their Friends , and to have all the reſt of the World 
in the dark, This is a very unuſual Monopoly, and may come within the Equity of 
the Law , which makgth it Treaſon to impriſon the King , when ſuch unfitting 
bounds are put to bis Favour, and be confined to the narrow circle of a particular 


ſet 


(4) 

ſet of Men, that would en:loſe bim. Theſe Homeſt and only Loyal Gentlewin, if 
they may be allowed to bear witneſs for themſelves , make # King their Engine, 
and degrade bins into a property, et the verv time that their Flattery would make 
him believe that they payed Divine Worſhip to him. Beſides theſe there is 8 flying 
Squadron on beth ſides , that are afraid the Forld ſhould azree, ſmall Dablers 
in conjuring , that raiſe angrie Apparitions to keep Men from being reconciled ; 
like Waſps they flie up and down , buz end ſting to keep Men unquiet , Bet thoſe 
Inſeits are commonly ſhort lived Creatures , end no doubt in little time Mankjn4 
will be rid of them: they were Gyants @t leeft who on:e fought ageinft H av'n, : 
but for ſuch Pigmees #s theſe to contend againſt it , it is ſuch a provoking Folly , 
that the inſolent Buglers ought ts be Langhed and Hifſed out of the World for it. 
They ſhould confider gbere is « Soxl inthat great Body of the People, which may for a 
time be drowfie and unaQtive ; but when the Leviathan is rouſed,it moveth like an 
angry creature, and will neither be convinced nor reſiſted. The People can never a- 
gree to ſhow their united power , till they are extremely tempted aud provoked to it : 
$0 that to apply Cuping-glaſſes to a great Beaſt naturally diſpoſed to ſleep , and to 
force the ſame thing whether it will or no #0 be valiant , muſt be learned out of 
ſome other Book than Machiavel, who would never bave preſcribed ſuch a prepo- 
fterous Method. It is to be remembred, that if Princes have Law and Amborit 
#n their fide , the People on theirs may have Nature, which is « Formidable Ad\ 
verſary. Duty, Juſtice, Religion, nay even Flumane Prudence tos biddeth the 
people ſuffer every thing rather than reſiſt : But corrupted Nature where ever it feel- 
eth a ſmart will run tothe neareſt Remedy. Mens paſſions are in this caſe to be con- 
fidered as much as their Duty, let it be never ſo rongly enforced ; for if their paſ- 
fions are provoked, they being as much a part of us as any of our Limbs, they lead 
Men into a ſhort way of Arguing that admitteth no Diſtinfions, and from the foun- 
dations of ſelf defence : They will draw inferences that will have miſerable effeits 
:1pon the quiet of a Government. Our Trimmer therefore dreadeth a general diſ- | 
content, becauſe he thinketh it differeth from a Rebellion, only as a ſpeted Fever doth 
from the Plague, the ſame ſpecies under a lower Degree of Malignity ; It work- 
*th ſeveral wayes, ſometimes like a ſlow poyſon that hath its effiQs a great diſtance 
from the time that it is given, ſometimes like dry flax prepared to catch at the firſt 
fire , or like ſeed in the gronnd ready to ſpraut upon the firſt ſhower, in every ſhape it 


is fatal. And our Trimmer thinketh no pains or caution can be too great to bY 
preyent it. In ſhort, he thinketh bimſelf in the Right, grounding bis Opinions upon 
that Truth,which equally hateth to be under the oppreſſion of wrangling Sophi- | 


firy of one ſide, or the ſhort DiCtates of miſtaken Authority onthe other. Our 
Trimmer adoreth theGoddelsTruth,tho* in all Ages She hath been ſcurvily uſed, 
as well as thoſe that worſhipped her. It is of late become ſuch a reigning Vertue , 


that Mankind ſcemeth to be agreed, to commend and avoid it , yet the want of 
pradice 


(47) 

pradiice which repealnth all other Laws, vs no influence pon the Law of Truth, 
becanſe it bath « root in Heaven, and an intrinſick value in it ſelf that can never be 
impared. She ſheweth her grearneſs in this, that ber Enemies even when they are 
ſuccesful, are aſhamed to own it. Nothing but powerful Truth bath the Preroga- 
tive of Triumphing not only over Vidtery, but in ſpite of it , and to put conqueſt it 
ſelf out of countenance © ſhe may be kept under and ſuppreſſed, but her Dignity ſtill 
remaineth with ber even when ſhe is in chaing, Falſe-hood with all its impu- 
dence bath not enough to ſpeak, ill of her before her face , ſuch Majeſty ſhe car. 
rieth aboxt her, that her moſt proſperous Enemies are fain to whiſper their Treaſon 
All tht power en Earth can never extinguiſh ber, ſhe hath lived in all Ages , and 
het the miſteker of prevailing Authority chriſten «uy oppoſition to it with what 
name they pleaſe, make it not only an ugly and unmannerly thing to profeſs it , ſhe 
hath lived ſo ſtill very retiredly indeed, nay, ſometimes ſo buried, that only ſome ferw 

of the more diſcerning part of Mankind could have a glimpſe of her : With all ſhe 

hath Eternity in ber, ſhe knoweth not how to die, and from the darkeſt clouds 
that can (hade or cover her , ſhe breaket out from time to time with triumph for 

her Friends, and terror to her Enemies. Our T1immet therefore inſpired by 
this Divine Vertue , thinkgth fit to conclude with theſe Aſſertions , That our 
Clymet is aT rimmer between that part of the World where Men are roaſted,and 

the other where they are frozen : That our Church is a Trimmer between 
the phrenzic of Phanatick Viſions, and the Lethargick ignorance of Po- 
piſh dreams. That Our Laws are Trimmers between the Exceſſes of unbounded 

power, and the Extravagance of Liberty not enough reſtrained. That true Vertue 

bath ever been thoughts I rimmer,and to bave its dwelling in the midle between 

the two Extremes ; That even GOD Almighty Himſelf is divided between his 

two great Attribmes, His Mercy, and His Juſtice. 


In ſuch Company Our Trimmer isnot aſhamed of his name, and wil. 
ingly leayeth to the bold Champions of either Extremes, the Honour 
of contending with no leſs Adverſaries than NATURE, RELIGION, 


LIBERTY, PRUDENCE, HUMANITY, and Common Senſe. 


FIT WT > 


INTELLIGENT READER , It this be plcaſant to thy Taſte, Ex. 
pet two ſuch Diſhes from the ſaid Author ; viz. REASONS againſt 
Repealling the Aits of Parliament concerning the TEST, The other , 4 
Letter to a Diſlenter , &c. 


